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Graffiti 
Awareness 

Program 

STEP ONE: RECORD IT 

Take a picture of the graffiti as soon as 

it is identified.  

 

STEP TWO: REPORT IT  

Call the Huronia West OPP at  

1-888-310-1122. 

 

STEP THREE: REMOVE IT Remove 

graffiti from your property as quickly as 

possible. The faster it is removed, the 

less likely it will return.  
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If you see Graffiti …  Removing Graffiti 

The best way to remove graffiti will 

depend on its location and the 

vandalized surface.  

 

You can: 

 Paint out the graffiti (paint 

over the images) 

 Use solvents or chemicals 

 Pressure wash the surface that 

has been vandalized 

 

Visit your local hardware stores for a 

complete selection graffiti removal 

products. 

If you have any questions, comments 
or would like to report a graffiti sight-

ing, please call the Huronia West OPP 
at 1-888-310-1122 

Graffiti on Public Property  
If you see graffiti on public property, 

please notify the Township of 

Springwater directly: 

 

Township of Springwater 

Public Works Department 

(705) 728-4784  

info@springwater.ca  
 



The word graffiti comes from the 

Greek word graphein, which 

means óto writeô.  

Graffiti is words, colours and 

shapes that have been drawn, 

painted or scratched onto public 

and private property. These mark-

ings are done without permission 

and are against the law. 

There are two types of graffiti ð 

tagging and 

writing.  

Taggers are  

trying to get 

their signature 

(tag) óupô as 

many places as 

possible.  

Writing is a more elaborate form 

of graffiti. Groups of writers often 

take more risks as they try to dis-

play their óartô 

in highly visi-

ble locations.  

Graffiti 

should not 

be confused with art. It is illegal 

and is Mischief under the Criminal 

Code of Canada punishable by 

fine or prison.  

 

Communities are  

HURT by Graffiti 

Graffiti left on private and public 

property sends out a message 

that ónobody caresô. It then at-

tracts other forms of crime and 

street delinquency to the 

neighbourhood. 

Graffiti drains tax dollars. 

Funds that could have been 

used for community projects, 

such as rec-

reation, roads 

and parks, 

are instead 

used to clean 

up the graffiti. 

Graffiti decreases residentsô  

feeling of safety. Areas that 

have graffiti suffer from a loss of 

property val-

ues and loss 

of business 

growth.  

Graffiti impacts tourism as it 

discourages people from visiting 

our community.  

How Can You Prevent 

Graffiti? 

How Does Graffiti Affect 

our Community? 

Get Educated 
Learn about graffiti, how it impacts 
your community, and who is re-
sponsible for graffiti prevention and 
clean up. 
 

Report Graffiti 
Report any sightings of graffiti to 
the Huronia West OPP at  

1-888-310-1122 
 

Organize a Paint Out 
Gather supplies and com-

munity volunteers to remove graffiti 
in your neighbourhood. 
 

Graffiti Awareness Campaign 
Coordinate a graffiti awareness 
campaign at your local school or in 
the community.  
 

Adopt a Spot 
Pick a spot in your school or com-
munity and make sure it stays 
clean and free of graffiti. 
 

 Plant a Tree 
Plant a tree or other 
greenery near a graffiti-
plagued wall. This will 
prevent access. 
 

Volunteer 
Volunteer to help keep your com-
munity clean. 

What is Graffiti? 


