
  
 

 
   

    
     

     
   

  
     

 
      

 
   

   
  

      
     

  
     

   
   

   
   

 
      

  
   

    
  

 
  

  

    

  

     
 

Options Report 

To: Mayor and Council 

From: Chris Russell, Senior Planner 

Date: February 5, 2020 

Subject: Backyard Chickens – Public Consultation Summary & Options 
Report 

Report Highlights 
• The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a summary of the completed 

public consultation process associated with ‘Backyard Chickens’ and to provide 
options for the implementation of a revised domestic animal pilot project. 

• On September 18, 2019, Council authorized a public consultation process in order 
to gather information from Springwater residents regarding ‘Backyard Chickens’. 

• Staff developed a survey/questionnaire which was available on the Township’s 
website as well as at public libraries from September 26, 2019 to December 2, 
2019. 

• A Public Information Open House was held on November 7, 2019 to gather 
additional information. 

• The Township received a total of 378 survey responses as well as resolutions from 
the Agricultural Advisory Committee and Planning/Development Advisory 
Committee. 

• Based on the results from the public consultation process, there is substantial 
support from community members for the Township to implement a test pilot 
program for ‘Backyard Chickens’. 

• In opposition, staff received considerable concern and objection from the 
agricultural community based on the potential for ‘Backyard Chickens’ to impact 
commercial farming operations. 

• Accordingly, staff have prepared three (3) options for Council’s consideration. 
o Option 1 would continue the status quo being a prohibition for ‘Backyard 

Chickens.’ 
o Option 2 would direct staff to undertake a limited ‘Backyard Chicken’ pilot 

project. 
o Option 3 would direct staff to establish a permanent and Township-wide 

‘Backyard Chicken’ program. 
• Option 2 & 3 would both require that the Township Zoning By-law be amended, 

and a licensing by-law regulating ‘Backyard Chickens’ along with By-law 
Enforcement considerations be approved by Council. 



   
 

     
   

  

 
       

     

  

  
 

 

  

        
   

  

 

  

   
 

   

 
  

   
  

 
 

  
 

    

  
 
 

   

• With respect to Option 2 or 3, staff have prepared basic guiding provisions to assist 
Council in its further direction to staff. These provisions are variable and subject to 
Council’s deliberation. 

Recommendations 
That the report from the Senior Planner regarding ‘Backyard Chickens’ – Public 
Consultation Summary & Options, dated February 5, 2020 be received; and, 

Option 1 (Status Quo) 

That staff be directed to maintain status quo with respect to ‘Backyard Chicken’ 
prohibitions; 

or, 

Option 2 (Pilot Program) 

That staff be directed to undertake a limited ‘Backyard Chicken’ pilot project through a 
Temporary Use Zoning By-law and preparation of a licensing by-law for Council’s 
consideration. 

or, 

Option 3 (Permanent Program) 

That staff be directed to implement a permanent and Township-wide ‘Backyard Chicken’ 
program by amending the Township’s Zoning By-law and preparing a licensing by-law for 
Council’s consideration. 

Background 
The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a summary of the completed public 
consultation process associated with ‘Backyard Chickens’ and to provide options for the 
implementation of a revised domestic animal pilot project. 

Currently, the Township’s Official Plan and Zoning By-law 5000 require all new livestock 
uses including chickens to be located on Agricultural (A) or Agricultural Consolidation 
(AC) zoned properties having a minimum lot area of 35.0 hectares (86.49 acres) and 
subject to a Minimum Distance Separation (MDS) formulae to mitigate offsite impacts to 
surrounding sensitive uses, such as residential properties. 

Currently, ‘Backyard Chickens’ on non-farm lots in Springwater are prohibited outright 
and enforced by the Township’s By-law Enforcement Department. Since 2013, the 
Township’s By-law Enforcement Department has received a total of thirteen (13) 
complaints concerning ‘Backyard Chickens’. 
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On September 18, 2019, Council authorized a public consultation process in order to 
gather information from Springwater residents regarding ‘Backyard Chickens’. 

Public Consultation Process 
‘Backyard Chickens’ Survey 
In accordance with Council resolution C384-2019 dated September 18, 2019, as part of 
the public consultation process staff developed a survey/questionnaire to receive input 
from residents on the topic. The survey was available on the Township’s website and at 
each of the library branches from September 26, 2019 until December 2, 2019. 

• The Township received a total of 378 survey responses. 
o 294 responses were from residents within the Township of Springwater. 
o 84 responses were from persons not located within the Township. 

Accordingly, the following comment summary has been restricted to only those 
respondents who reported being located within the Township of Springwater (294 
responses). A copy of all 294 Springwater resident responses have been attached hereto 
as Appendix ‘A’. 

Survey/Questionnaire Summary (294 respondents within the Township of Springwater) 

• 163 of the 294 respondents (55%) were interested in keeping backyard chickens 
on their residential property. 
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• 73% of respondents supported the keeping of backyard chickens on non-
agricultural (residential) properties in Springwater. 

• “Wanting fresh eggs” and “Educational Purposes” were the most common 
responses among those who supported backyard chickens. 

Page 4 of 15 



   
 

    
  

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• “Noise”, “Odour”, “Appearance/Property Values”, “Illness/disease” and 
“Safety/Predators” were the most common responses among those who objected 
to backyard chickens. 

• Approximately 45 % of residents responded that rural and urban properties should 
be treated differently with respect to the keeping of ‘Backyard Chickens’ while 55% 
believed they should not. 
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• If ‘Backyard Chickens’ were to be permitted, approximately 35% of respondents 
believed they should be licensed similar to dog tags while 55% believed they 
should not. 

• Residents largely responded “a limit on the number of chickens”, “no roosters”, and 
“cleanliness provisions” as the most important regulations to apply to ‘Backyard 
Chickens’. 
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• Restrictions on the number of backyard chickens was identified as the most 
important regulation, but the appropriate number varied within the survey results. 

• A maximum of four (4) backyard chickens was the most popular individual 
response however, responses to “other” category ranged from 0 chickens to 20+ 
chickens per property. 

• With respect to appropriate property sizes for ‘Backyard Chickens’ the majority of 
responses indicated that “1-2 acres” or “2+ acres” were the most appropriate 
property sizes to support ‘Backyard Chickens’. 

• However, responses are again more varied with substantial support in the ~0.5 
acre range. (Note: residents could select multiple property sizes for this question.) 
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A complete summary of survey responses has been included as Appendix ‘B’ of this 
report. 

Backyard Chickens Open House – November 7, 2019 
Township staff hosted a Public Information Open House on November 7, 2019 to gather 
additional information. A total of thirty-five (35) people attended the open house and 
provided comments relevant to their support or concerns associated with ‘Backyard 
Chickens’ in the municipality. 

Generally, most attendees were supportive of ‘Backyard Chickens’ and largely sought 
clarification on the rules that could be implemented with a ‘Backyard Chicken’ program. 
Attendees of the Public Open House were also encouraged to fill out paper copies of the 
survey and these were included in the above summary statistics. 

Agricultural Community Comments 
Staff received the following comments and resolutions directly from the agricultural 
community: 

Agency Date Comments / Resolution 

Simcoe 
County 
Federation of 
Agriculture 

October 
3, 2019 

The Simcoe County Federation of Agriculture, at their 
Board of Directors meeting on October 3, 2019, passed 
the following motion regarding Backyard Chickens: 

• Moved by Paul Maurice, seconded by Dave Ritchie, 
that the SCFA is opposed to backyard chickens in 
urban areas of Simcoe County due to potential for 
disease and wildlife problems which would affect 
commercial operations. Carried. 

Please take this into consideration in your deliberations on 
this issue in the Township of Springwater. 

Arbor Lane November As discussed my concern as a commercial chicken 
Farms 7, 2019 producer is the potential of disease affecting our 

operation. 

If council does allow back yard poultry on residential 
properties here are some conditions that should be 
considered. 

• Maximum # of 6 birds 
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Agency Date Comments / Resolution 

• These birds must be purchased from a licensed 
hatchery, feed store, or supplier with proof of 
required provincial vaccinations. 

• Birds should be at least 16 weeks old. 
• Only properties that have large lots (1 acre +), with 

ample separation between properties. 
• Must be contained in an enclosed area at all times. 
• Adequate housing to be protected from the 

elements and predators. 

Springwater November That the Township of Springwater Agricultural Advisory 
Agricultural 28, 2019 Committee hereby recommend that Council continue to 
Advisory enforce the Zoning By-law and prohibit backyard chickens 
Committee on non-farm lots less than 35 hectares in size for the 

following reasons: 

• Risk of wildlife harming chickens 
• Risk of avian influenza/disease 
• Difficulty of enforcement 
• Administration costs 
• Concerns about animal welfare 

Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit (SMDHU) Comments 
On January 7, 2020, Township staff received comments from the Simcoe Muskoka 
District Health Unit (SMDHU) related to backyard chickens as follows: 

“…In general, public health concerns resulting from urban chickens are similar to 
those hazards that are associated with having domestic animals. According to 
research, the risk of pathogen transmission from backyard chickens appears to be 
low and does not present a threat to the public's health. It is comparable to keeping 
other animals allowed by similar bylaws such as dogs and cats. Adherence to 
proper hygiene (e.g. hand washing, maintaining and regularly cleaning chicken 
coops) will significantly mitigate the risk of disease acquisition which are commonly 
found in chickens, including Salmonella. Regular maintenance will also assist with 
some of the nuisance-related issues that are associated with backyard chickens 
including attraction of pests (rodents, raccoons, flies to animal feces or animal feed 
products) and odours (associated with animal waste). 

In order to prevent nuisance issues, animal caretakers should be required to 
ensure proper disposal of waste (e.g. animal feces) and dead animals, limit the 
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number of chickens in structures, and keep structures (chicken coops) tight to 
avoid pest interaction with feed and odours. The poor location of a chicken coop 
could potentially impact the ground water and well heads both on and off the 
property depending on the physical location of the coop and animal waste storage. 
It is important proper clearance distances from wells and water courses are 
adhered to...” 

The above noted comments have been abbreviated and a full copy of the Simcoe 
Muskoka District Health Unit’s comments can be found attached hereto as Appendix ‘C’. 

Options for Council Consideration 
Township staff have provided three options with respect to ‘Backyard Chickens’ for 
Council’s consideration. As part of this process, Council should direct attention to the 
following questions: 

• Should ‘Backyard Chickens’ be permitted within Settlement Areas? 
• Should ‘Backyard Chickens’ be permitted on a Township-wide basis? 
• What is the appropriate duration for a pilot program? 

o Staff note a typical Temporary Use By-law duration is ‘up to 3 years’. 
• What is the appropriate number of ‘Backyard Chickens’ per property? 
• What is the appropriate property size associated with the keeping of ‘Backyard 

Chickens’? 
• Should prohibitions on the keeping of roosters, sale of products, or the home 

slaughter of ‘Backyard Chickens’ be included? 

Given the above considerations and questions, staff have provided three (3) options for 
Council to consider as follows: 

Option 1 - Status Quo Prohibitions 
Option 1 would maintain the current prohibitions related to ‘Backyard Chickens’ on non-
farm lots within the Township of Springwater as the keeping of poultry is defined as an 
agricultural use within By-law 5000 which does not distinguish the difference between 
domestic and commercial uses with respect to poultry/chickens. This option would direct 
staff to continue enforcing the ‘Backyard Chicken’ prohibition on a complaint by complaint 
basis through the By-law Enforcement Department. 

Option 2 - Pilot Program 
Option 2 would direct staff to undertake a ‘Backyard Chicken’ pilot project for an initial 
period of up to (3) three-years. Council could direct further limitations including restricting 
backyard chickens to properties located outside of settlement areas or to properties with 
a minimum size. In order to develop such a pilot program, the following amendments to 
Township policy documents and By-laws would need to occur: 
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• Comprehensive Zoning By-law 5000 – Temporary Use (Planning) 
o Inclusion of new definition within Section 35 for ‘Backyard Chickens’ 

 For example: “Backyard Chickens - the accessory keeping of hens 
for the purpose of companionship as a pet or providing eggs for 
personal consumption by occupants of a dwelling on the same lot, 
and does not include accessory livestock, or agricultural uses 
otherwise defined by the Township of Springwater’s Zoning By-law.” 

o Amend existing definition of domestic animal to include the term ‘Backyard 
Chickens’. 

• New Backyard Chicken Licensing By-law (Clerks) 
o Staff would need to prepare a Licensing By-law for Council’s consideration 

to provide the specific regulations related to ‘Backyard Chickens’. The By-
law would provide regulations in regards to the maximum number of 
chickens permitted, prohibitions (i.e. no roosters), lot size requirements, 
cleanliness and coop/enclosure requirements. 

• Education/Outreach Material and Infraction Guideline (By-law Enforcement) 
o Staff would need to develop a set of guidelines for the enforcement of any 

‘Backyard Chicken’ stipulations implemented as part of a pilot program. 
Public education materials along with appropriate penalties associated with 
infractions would need to be developed to assist new owners with the proper 
care of ‘Backyard Chickens’. 

Option 3 – Permanent and Township-wide Program 
Option 3 would direct staff to establish a permanent and Township-wide ‘Backyard 
Chicken’ program. Similar to Option #2 the Zoning By-law would need to be amended 
with appropriate definitions and a licensing by-law prepared for Council’s consideration 
to provide appropriate regulations.  However, under Option #3, restrictions on the property 
size/location (urban area vs rural area) and program duration would not be applicable as 
‘Backyard Chickens’ would be permitted as accessory to all residential uses. 

Based on feedback received through the Public Consultation Process, staff note that 
while there is substantial support for ‘Backyard Chickens’, there remains significant 
objection as well (see survey questions 2 & 3). Option 3 may create additional conflicts 
within settlement areas where property sizes are generally smaller and dwellings more 
closely situated. While any option which permits ‘Backyard Chickens’ could intensify 
property/neighbour conflicts, it is anticipated that Option #3 would have a greater impact 
with respect to By-law Enforcement and conflict resolution. 

Conclusions / Next Steps 
The main purpose of this report is to summarize the Public Consultation Process 
conducted in late 2019 with respect to ‘Backyard Chickens’ in Springwater Township. This 
process has been summarized as follows: 
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• The Township undertook a survey/questionnaire in which 294 Springwater 
residents responded; 

• A Public Open House was held to interact directly with members of the public; 
• Various Township committees as well as the agricultural community were engaged 

related to ‘Backyard Chickens’ in Springwater. 
• The Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit (SMDHU) was consulted directly for input 

related to ‘Backyard Chickens’. 

The primary findings of the Public Consultation Process are summarized below: 

• 73% of questionnaire respondents supported the keeping of Backyard Chickens’ 
on non-agricultural (residential) properties in Springwater; 

• 45% of residents responded that rural and urban properties should be treated 
differently with respect to the keeping of ‘Backyard Chickens’. 

• Residents largely responded that “a limit on the number of chickens”, “no roosters”, 
and “cleanliness provisions” were the most important regulations to apply to 
‘Backyard Chickens’. 

• The commercial agricultural community in Springwater is generally opposed to the 
keeping of ‘Backyard Chickens’ in Springwater Township on the basis of potential 
impacts to commercial flocks. 

• The Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit (SMDHU) concluded that the risk of 
pathogen transmission from backyard chickens appears to be low and does not 
present a threat to the public's health. However, strict cleanliness and maintenance 
standards should be observed if Council wishes to implement a ‘Backyard Chicken’ 
program. 

The secondary purpose of this report is to provide Council with options to further direct 
staff with respect to “Backyard Chicken’ permissions within Springwater Township. 
Accordingly, staff have provided (3) three options for Council’s consideration as follows: 

Option 1 

That staff be directed to maintain status quo with respect to ‘Backyard Chicken’ 
prohibitions; 

or, 

Option 2 (Pilot Program) 

That staff be directed to undertake a limited ‘Backyard Chicken’ pilot project 
through a Temporary Use Zoning By-law and preparation of a licensing by-law for 
Council’s consideration. 

or, 
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Option 3 (Permanent Program) 

That staff be directed to implement a permanent and Township-wide ‘Backyard 
Chicken’ program by amending the Township’s Zoning By-law and preparing a 
licensing by-law for Council’s consideration. 

Should Council wish to direct staff to implement either Option 2 or 3, the Township’s 
Zoning By-law would need to be amended, a licensing by-law regulating ‘Backyard 
Chickens’ prepared and By-law Enforcement related impacts would need to be 
considered. 

Further, based on information obtained from surrounding municipalities and through the 
completed public consultation process staff have prepared the following guiding 
provisions to assist Council in framing their direction to staff should Option 2 or 3 be 
considered. These provisions are variable and subject to Council’s deliberation. 

Guiding ‘Backyard Chicken’ Provisions (Option 2 or 3) 

Provision Example 

Program Duration ‘Up to 3 years’ (Temporary Use By-law - Option 2) 

or, 

‘Permanent’ (Zoning By-law Amendment – Option 3) 

Rural vs Urban lots ‘Limited to properties located outside of an established 
Settlement Area’ or ‘Township-Wide’ 

Minimum lot requirements 0.40 hectare (1.0 acre) or larger 

Must be accessory to an existing residential use. 

Maximum number Maximum four (4) Backyard Chickens which must be at 
least 16 weeks old at time of purchase. 

Chicken Licensing Program 
(Chicken Tags) 

$50.00 fee (annual) per property 

Prohibitions on Backyard 
Chickens 

Prohibition on the keeping of Roosters; 

Prohibition on Slaughter; and, 
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Guiding ‘Backyard Chicken’ Provisions (Option 2 or 3) 

Prohibition on sale of products. 

Minimum coop / enclosure 
dimension requirements 

Provide each backyard hen with at least: 

• 0.5 square metres (5.40 square feet) of coop 
area; and, 

• 1.0 square metres (10.75 square feet) of fenced 
enclosure or fenced yard. 

Enclosures must be setback at least 1.2 metres (4.0 
feet) from all property lines and must be located in a 
rear or side yard. 

Keep each hen in an enclosed area at all times and 
coops must be the locked from sunset to sunrise. 

Yard Cleanliness and 
Health and Safety 
Provisions 

Yards are to be kept in a clean and tidy fashion at all 
times. 

Remove leftover feed, trash, and manure in a timely 
manner. 

Provide each hen with food, water, shelter, light, 
ventilation, veterinary care, and opportunities for 
essential behaviours, all sufficient to maintain the hen 
in good health. 
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Financial Implications 

There are no immediate financial implications as a result of this report. However, should 
Council proceed to direct staff to prepare a domestic animal program for ‘Backyard 
Chickens’, staff resources will be required which will have a direct impact on the Planning, 
Clerks and By-law Enforcement Department’s 2020 work plan. Whenever new programs 
or legislation are enacted, there are budgetary impacts associated with public education 
and out-reach. In addition, costs associated with administration (i.e. licensing and 
renewals) and enforcement are anticipated but unknown at this time as they are 
dependent on the stipulations implemented by Council and the number of infractions 
reported. 

Pillars of Commitment 
The above initiative supports the following Strategic Pillars of Commitment: 

• Community Development 
• Smart Growth Management 

Approvals 

Submitted by: Chris Russell, Senior Planner 

Reviewed by: Brent Spagnol, Director of Planning Services 

Financial Implications Jane Corbeil, CPA, CMA, Director of Finance/Treasurer Reviewed by: 

Approved by: Jeff Schmidt, CPA, CGA, Chief Administrative Officer 

D00  2020-01-30 10:26 AM 2318791 Version Code: 
SHARED\C - Council, Boards, By-Laws and Resolutions\C04 Reports to Council\Planning Department\2020\2020-02-05 PR - Backyard Chickens 

Applicable Municipal Policy or Legislation 
• Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990 
• Township of Springwater Official Plan 
• Township of Springwater Zoning By-law 500 

Background or Relevant Reports on Subject 
• Appendix A – Survey Responses for Backyard Chickens in Springwater 
• Appendix B – Complete Survey Summary 
• Appendix C – Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit comments (January 7, 2020) 
• July 3, 2019 – Staff Information Report 
• September 18, 2019 – Public Consultation Options Report 
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Options Report 

To: Mayor and Council 

From: Chris Russell, Senior Planner 

Date: February 5, 2020 

Subject: Backyard Chickens – Public Consultation Summary & Options 
Report 

Report Highlights 
• The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a summary of the completed 

public consultation process associated with ‘Backyard Chickens’ and to provide 
options for the implementation of a revised domestic animal pilot project. 

• On September 18, 2019, Council authorized a public consultation process in order 
to gather information from Springwater residents regarding ‘Backyard Chickens’. 

• Staff developed a survey/questionnaire which was available on the Township’s 
website as well as at public libraries from September 26, 2019 to December 2, 
2019. 

• A Public Information Open House was held on November 7, 2019 to gather 
additional information. 

• The Township received a total of 378 survey responses as well as resolutions from 
the Agricultural Advisory Committee and Planning/Development Advisory 
Committee. 

• Based on the results from the public consultation process, there is substantial 
support from community members for the Township to implement a test pilot 
program for ‘Backyard Chickens’. 

• In opposition, staff received considerable concern and objection from the 
agricultural community based on the potential for ‘Backyard Chickens’ to impact 
commercial farming operations. 

• Accordingly, staff have prepared three (3) options for Council’s consideration. 
o Option 1 would continue the status quo being a prohibition for ‘Backyard 

Chickens.’ 
o Option 2 would direct staff to undertake a limited ‘Backyard Chicken’ pilot 

project. 
o Option 3 would direct staff to establish a permanent and Township-wide 

‘Backyard Chicken’ program. 
• Option 2 & 3 would both require that the Township Zoning By-law be amended, 

and a licensing by-law regulating ‘Backyard Chickens’ along with By-law 
Enforcement considerations be approved by Council. 



   
 

     
   

  

 
       

     

  

  
 

 

  

        
   

  

 

  

   
 

   

 
  

   
  

 
 

  
 

    

  
 
 

   

• With respect to Option 2 or 3, staff have prepared basic guiding provisions to assist 
Council in its further direction to staff. These provisions are variable and subject to 
Council’s deliberation. 

Recommendations 
That the report from the Senior Planner regarding ‘Backyard Chickens’ – Public 
Consultation Summary & Options, dated February 5, 2020 be received; and, 

Option 1 (Status Quo) 

That staff be directed to maintain status quo with respect to ‘Backyard Chicken’ 
prohibitions; 

or, 

Option 2 (Pilot Program) 

That staff be directed to undertake a limited ‘Backyard Chicken’ pilot project through a 
Temporary Use Zoning By-law and preparation of a licensing by-law for Council’s 
consideration. 

or, 

Option 3 (Permanent Program) 

That staff be directed to implement a permanent and Township-wide ‘Backyard Chicken’ 
program by amending the Township’s Zoning By-law and preparing a licensing by-law for 
Council’s consideration. 

Background 
The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a summary of the completed public 
consultation process associated with ‘Backyard Chickens’ and to provide options for the 
implementation of a revised domestic animal pilot project. 

Currently, the Township’s Official Plan and Zoning By-law 5000 require all new livestock 
uses including chickens to be located on Agricultural (A) or Agricultural Consolidation 
(AC) zoned properties having a minimum lot area of 35.0 hectares (86.49 acres) and 
subject to a Minimum Distance Separation (MDS) formulae to mitigate offsite impacts to 
surrounding sensitive uses, such as residential properties. 

Currently, ‘Backyard Chickens’ on non-farm lots in Springwater are prohibited outright 
and enforced by the Township’s By-law Enforcement Department. Since 2013, the 
Township’s By-law Enforcement Department has received a total of thirteen (13) 
complaints concerning ‘Backyard Chickens’. 
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On September 18, 2019, Council authorized a public consultation process in order to 
gather information from Springwater residents regarding ‘Backyard Chickens’. 

Public Consultation Process 
‘Backyard Chickens’ Survey 
In accordance with Council resolution C384-2019 dated September 18, 2019, as part of 
the public consultation process staff developed a survey/questionnaire to receive input 
from residents on the topic. The survey was available on the Township’s website and at 
each of the library branches from September 26, 2019 until December 2, 2019. 

• The Township received a total of 378 survey responses. 
o 294 responses were from residents within the Township of Springwater. 
o 84 responses were from persons not located within the Township. 

Accordingly, the following comment summary has been restricted to only those 
respondents who reported being located within the Township of Springwater (294 
responses). A copy of all 294 Springwater resident responses have been attached hereto 
as Appendix ‘A’. 

Survey/Questionnaire Summary (294 respondents within the Township of Springwater) 

• 163 of the 294 respondents (55%) were interested in keeping backyard chickens 
on their residential property. 
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• 73% of respondents supported the keeping of backyard chickens on non-
agricultural (residential) properties in Springwater. 

• “Wanting fresh eggs” and “Educational Purposes” were the most common 
responses among those who supported backyard chickens. 
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• “Noise”, “Odour”, “Appearance/Property Values”, “Illness/disease” and 
“Safety/Predators” were the most common responses among those who objected 
to backyard chickens. 

• Approximately 45 % of residents responded that rural and urban properties should 
be treated differently with respect to the keeping of ‘Backyard Chickens’ while 55% 
believed they should not. 
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• If ‘Backyard Chickens’ were to be permitted, approximately 35% of respondents 
believed they should be licensed similar to dog tags while 55% believed they 
should not. 

• Residents largely responded “a limit on the number of chickens”, “no roosters”, and 
“cleanliness provisions” as the most important regulations to apply to ‘Backyard 
Chickens’. 
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• Restrictions on the number of backyard chickens was identified as the most 
important regulation, but the appropriate number varied within the survey results. 

• A maximum of four (4) backyard chickens was the most popular individual 
response however, responses to “other” category ranged from 0 chickens to 20+ 
chickens per property. 

• With respect to appropriate property sizes for ‘Backyard Chickens’ the majority of 
responses indicated that “1-2 acres” or “2+ acres” were the most appropriate 
property sizes to support ‘Backyard Chickens’. 

• However, responses are again more varied with substantial support in the ~0.5 
acre range. (Note: residents could select multiple property sizes for this question.) 
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A complete summary of survey responses has been included as Appendix ‘B’ of this 
report. 

Backyard Chickens Open House – November 7, 2019 
Township staff hosted a Public Information Open House on November 7, 2019 to gather 
additional information. A total of thirty-five (35) people attended the open house and 
provided comments relevant to their support or concerns associated with ‘Backyard 
Chickens’ in the municipality. 

Generally, most attendees were supportive of ‘Backyard Chickens’ and largely sought 
clarification on the rules that could be implemented with a ‘Backyard Chicken’ program. 
Attendees of the Public Open House were also encouraged to fill out paper copies of the 
survey and these were included in the above summary statistics. 

Agricultural Community Comments 
Staff received the following comments and resolutions directly from the agricultural 
community: 

Agency Date Comments / Resolution 

Simcoe 
County 
Federation of 
Agriculture 

October 
3, 2019 

The Simcoe County Federation of Agriculture, at their 
Board of Directors meeting on October 3, 2019, passed 
the following motion regarding Backyard Chickens: 

• Moved by Paul Maurice, seconded by Dave Ritchie, 
that the SCFA is opposed to backyard chickens in 
urban areas of Simcoe County due to potential for 
disease and wildlife problems which would affect 
commercial operations. Carried. 

Please take this into consideration in your deliberations on 
this issue in the Township of Springwater. 

Arbor Lane November As discussed my concern as a commercial chicken 
Farms 7, 2019 producer is the potential of disease affecting our 

operation. 

If council does allow back yard poultry on residential 
properties here are some conditions that should be 
considered. 

• Maximum # of 6 birds 
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Agency Date Comments / Resolution 

• These birds must be purchased from a licensed 
hatchery, feed store, or supplier with proof of 
required provincial vaccinations. 

• Birds should be at least 16 weeks old. 
• Only properties that have large lots (1 acre +), with 

ample separation between properties. 
• Must be contained in an enclosed area at all times. 
• Adequate housing to be protected from the 

elements and predators. 

Springwater November That the Township of Springwater Agricultural Advisory 
Agricultural 28, 2019 Committee hereby recommend that Council continue to 
Advisory enforce the Zoning By-law and prohibit backyard chickens 
Committee on non-farm lots less than 35 hectares in size for the 

following reasons: 

• Risk of wildlife harming chickens 
• Risk of avian influenza/disease 
• Difficulty of enforcement 
• Administration costs 
• Concerns about animal welfare 

Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit (SMDHU) Comments 
On January 7, 2020, Township staff received comments from the Simcoe Muskoka 
District Health Unit (SMDHU) related to backyard chickens as follows: 

“…In general, public health concerns resulting from urban chickens are similar to 
those hazards that are associated with having domestic animals. According to 
research, the risk of pathogen transmission from backyard chickens appears to be 
low and does not present a threat to the public's health. It is comparable to keeping 
other animals allowed by similar bylaws such as dogs and cats. Adherence to 
proper hygiene (e.g. hand washing, maintaining and regularly cleaning chicken 
coops) will significantly mitigate the risk of disease acquisition which are commonly 
found in chickens, including Salmonella. Regular maintenance will also assist with 
some of the nuisance-related issues that are associated with backyard chickens 
including attraction of pests (rodents, raccoons, flies to animal feces or animal feed 
products) and odours (associated with animal waste). 

In order to prevent nuisance issues, animal caretakers should be required to 
ensure proper disposal of waste (e.g. animal feces) and dead animals, limit the 
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number of chickens in structures, and keep structures (chicken coops) tight to 
avoid pest interaction with feed and odours. The poor location of a chicken coop 
could potentially impact the ground water and well heads both on and off the 
property depending on the physical location of the coop and animal waste storage. 
It is important proper clearance distances from wells and water courses are 
adhered to...” 

The above noted comments have been abbreviated and a full copy of the Simcoe 
Muskoka District Health Unit’s comments can be found attached hereto as Appendix ‘C’. 

Options for Council Consideration 
Township staff have provided three options with respect to ‘Backyard Chickens’ for 
Council’s consideration. As part of this process, Council should direct attention to the 
following questions: 

• Should ‘Backyard Chickens’ be permitted within Settlement Areas? 
• Should ‘Backyard Chickens’ be permitted on a Township-wide basis? 
• What is the appropriate duration for a pilot program? 

o Staff note a typical Temporary Use By-law duration is ‘up to 3 years’. 
• What is the appropriate number of ‘Backyard Chickens’ per property? 
• What is the appropriate property size associated with the keeping of ‘Backyard 

Chickens’? 
• Should prohibitions on the keeping of roosters, sale of products, or the home 

slaughter of ‘Backyard Chickens’ be included? 

Given the above considerations and questions, staff have provided three (3) options for 
Council to consider as follows: 

Option 1 - Status Quo Prohibitions 
Option 1 would maintain the current prohibitions related to ‘Backyard Chickens’ on non-
farm lots within the Township of Springwater as the keeping of poultry is defined as an 
agricultural use within By-law 5000 which does not distinguish the difference between 
domestic and commercial uses with respect to poultry/chickens. This option would direct 
staff to continue enforcing the ‘Backyard Chicken’ prohibition on a complaint by complaint 
basis through the By-law Enforcement Department. 

Option 2 - Pilot Program 
Option 2 would direct staff to undertake a ‘Backyard Chicken’ pilot project for an initial 
period of up to (3) three-years. Council could direct further limitations including restricting 
backyard chickens to properties located outside of settlement areas or to properties with 
a minimum size. In order to develop such a pilot program, the following amendments to 
Township policy documents and By-laws would need to occur: 
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• Comprehensive Zoning By-law 5000 – Temporary Use (Planning) 
o Inclusion of new definition within Section 35 for ‘Backyard Chickens’ 

 For example: “Backyard Chickens - the accessory keeping of hens 
for the purpose of companionship as a pet or providing eggs for 
personal consumption by occupants of a dwelling on the same lot, 
and does not include accessory livestock, or agricultural uses 
otherwise defined by the Township of Springwater’s Zoning By-law.” 

o Amend existing definition of domestic animal to include the term ‘Backyard 
Chickens’. 

• New Backyard Chicken Licensing By-law (Clerks) 
o Staff would need to prepare a Licensing By-law for Council’s consideration 

to provide the specific regulations related to ‘Backyard Chickens’. The By-
law would provide regulations in regards to the maximum number of 
chickens permitted, prohibitions (i.e. no roosters), lot size requirements, 
cleanliness and coop/enclosure requirements. 

• Education/Outreach Material and Infraction Guideline (By-law Enforcement) 
o Staff would need to develop a set of guidelines for the enforcement of any 

‘Backyard Chicken’ stipulations implemented as part of a pilot program. 
Public education materials along with appropriate penalties associated with 
infractions would need to be developed to assist new owners with the proper 
care of ‘Backyard Chickens’. 

Option 3 – Permanent and Township-wide Program 
Option 3 would direct staff to establish a permanent and Township-wide ‘Backyard 
Chicken’ program. Similar to Option #2 the Zoning By-law would need to be amended 
with appropriate definitions and a licensing by-law prepared for Council’s consideration 
to provide appropriate regulations.  However, under Option #3, restrictions on the property 
size/location (urban area vs rural area) and program duration would not be applicable as 
‘Backyard Chickens’ would be permitted as accessory to all residential uses. 

Based on feedback received through the Public Consultation Process, staff note that 
while there is substantial support for ‘Backyard Chickens’, there remains significant 
objection as well (see survey questions 2 & 3). Option 3 may create additional conflicts 
within settlement areas where property sizes are generally smaller and dwellings more 
closely situated. While any option which permits ‘Backyard Chickens’ could intensify 
property/neighbour conflicts, it is anticipated that Option #3 would have a greater impact 
with respect to By-law Enforcement and conflict resolution. 

Conclusions / Next Steps 
The main purpose of this report is to summarize the Public Consultation Process 
conducted in late 2019 with respect to ‘Backyard Chickens’ in Springwater Township. This 
process has been summarized as follows: 
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• The Township undertook a survey/questionnaire in which 294 Springwater 
residents responded; 

• A Public Open House was held to interact directly with members of the public; 
• Various Township committees as well as the agricultural community were engaged 

related to ‘Backyard Chickens’ in Springwater. 
• The Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit (SMDHU) was consulted directly for input 

related to ‘Backyard Chickens’. 

The primary findings of the Public Consultation Process are summarized below: 

• 73% of questionnaire respondents supported the keeping of Backyard Chickens’ 
on non-agricultural (residential) properties in Springwater; 

• 45% of residents responded that rural and urban properties should be treated 
differently with respect to the keeping of ‘Backyard Chickens’. 

• Residents largely responded that “a limit on the number of chickens”, “no roosters”, 
and “cleanliness provisions” were the most important regulations to apply to 
‘Backyard Chickens’. 

• The commercial agricultural community in Springwater is generally opposed to the 
keeping of ‘Backyard Chickens’ in Springwater Township on the basis of potential 
impacts to commercial flocks. 

• The Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit (SMDHU) concluded that the risk of 
pathogen transmission from backyard chickens appears to be low and does not 
present a threat to the public's health. However, strict cleanliness and maintenance 
standards should be observed if Council wishes to implement a ‘Backyard Chicken’ 
program. 

The secondary purpose of this report is to provide Council with options to further direct 
staff with respect to “Backyard Chicken’ permissions within Springwater Township. 
Accordingly, staff have provided (3) three options for Council’s consideration as follows: 

Option 1 

That staff be directed to maintain status quo with respect to ‘Backyard Chicken’ 
prohibitions; 

or, 

Option 2 (Pilot Program) 

That staff be directed to undertake a limited ‘Backyard Chicken’ pilot project 
through a Temporary Use Zoning By-law and preparation of a licensing by-law for 
Council’s consideration. 

or, 
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Option 3 (Permanent Program) 

That staff be directed to implement a permanent and Township-wide ‘Backyard 
Chicken’ program by amending the Township’s Zoning By-law and preparing a 
licensing by-law for Council’s consideration. 

Should Council wish to direct staff to implement either Option 2 or 3, the Township’s 
Zoning By-law would need to be amended, a licensing by-law regulating ‘Backyard 
Chickens’ prepared and By-law Enforcement related impacts would need to be 
considered. 

Further, based on information obtained from surrounding municipalities and through the 
completed public consultation process staff have prepared the following guiding 
provisions to assist Council in framing their direction to staff should Option 2 or 3 be 
considered. These provisions are variable and subject to Council’s deliberation. 

Guiding ‘Backyard Chicken’ Provisions (Option 2 or 3) 

Provision Example 

Program Duration ‘Up to 3 years’ (Temporary Use By-law - Option 2) 

or, 

‘Permanent’ (Zoning By-law Amendment – Option 3) 

Rural vs Urban lots ‘Limited to properties located outside of an established 
Settlement Area’ or ‘Township-Wide’ 

Minimum lot requirements 0.40 hectare (1.0 acre) or larger 

Must be accessory to an existing residential use. 

Maximum number Maximum four (4) Backyard Chickens which must be at 
least 16 weeks old at time of purchase. 

Chicken Licensing Program 
(Chicken Tags) 

$50.00 fee (annual) per property 

Prohibitions on Backyard 
Chickens 

Prohibition on the keeping of Roosters; 

Prohibition on Slaughter; and, 
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Guiding ‘Backyard Chicken’ Provisions (Option 2 or 3) 

Prohibition on sale of products. 

Minimum coop / enclosure 
dimension requirements 

Provide each backyard hen with at least: 

• 0.5 square metres (5.40 square feet) of coop 
area; and, 

• 1.0 square metres (10.75 square feet) of fenced 
enclosure or fenced yard. 

Enclosures must be setback at least 1.2 metres (4.0 
feet) from all property lines and must be located in a 
rear or side yard. 

Keep each hen in an enclosed area at all times and 
coops must be the locked from sunset to sunrise. 

Yard Cleanliness and 
Health and Safety 
Provisions 

Yards are to be kept in a clean and tidy fashion at all 
times. 

Remove leftover feed, trash, and manure in a timely 
manner. 

Provide each hen with food, water, shelter, light, 
ventilation, veterinary care, and opportunities for 
essential behaviours, all sufficient to maintain the hen 
in good health. 
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Financial Implications 

There are no immediate financial implications as a result of this report. However, should 
Council proceed to direct staff to prepare a domestic animal program for ‘Backyard 
Chickens’, staff resources will be required which will have a direct impact on the Planning, 
Clerks and By-law Enforcement Department’s 2020 work plan. Whenever new programs 
or legislation are enacted, there are budgetary impacts associated with public education 
and out-reach. In addition, costs associated with administration (i.e. licensing and 
renewals) and enforcement are anticipated but unknown at this time as they are 
dependent on the stipulations implemented by Council and the number of infractions 
reported. 

Pillars of Commitment 
The above initiative supports the following Strategic Pillars of Commitment: 

• Community Development 
• Smart Growth Management 

Approvals 

Submitted by: Chris Russell, Senior Planner 

Reviewed by: Brent Spagnol, Director of Planning Services 

Financial Implications Jane Corbeil, CPA, CMA, Director of Finance/Treasurer Reviewed by: 

Approved by: Jeff Schmidt, CPA, CGA, Chief Administrative Officer 

D00  2020-01-30 10:26 AM 2318791 Version Code: 
SHARED\C - Council, Boards, By-Laws and Resolutions\C04 Reports to Council\Planning Department\2020\2020-02-05 PR - Backyard Chickens 

Applicable Municipal Policy or Legislation 
• Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990 
• Township of Springwater Official Plan 
• Township of Springwater Zoning By-law 500 

Background or Relevant Reports on Subject 
• Appendix A – Survey Responses for Backyard Chickens in Springwater 
• Appendix B – Complete Survey Summary 
• Appendix C – Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit comments (January 7, 2020) 
• July 3, 2019 – Staff Information Report 
• September 18, 2019 – Public Consultation Options Report 
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Backyard Chickens in Springwater SurveyMonkey 

Q1 1. Are you a resident in the Township of Springwater? 
Answered: 294 Skipped: 0 

Yes 

No 
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ANSWER CHOICES 

Yes 

No 
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294 
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294 
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   Backyard Chickens in Springwater SurveyMonkey 

Q3 2. Do you have an interest in keeping backyard chickens on your 
residential property? 

Answered: 294 Skipped: 0 

Yes 

No 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100% 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

55.44% 163 Yes 

No 44.56% 131 

TOTAL 294 

# COMMENTS DATE 

1 Noisy, messy, smell bad 12/2/2019 1:41 PM 

2 My next door neighbours have had chickens for the last 5 years. They are a good source of 11/16/2019 12:46 AM 
entertainment, fresh eggs and eat everything that would normally go into a landfill. 

3 I think it should be allowed 11/15/2019 12:34 AM 

4 While fresh eggs are appealing, I have other options for locally sourced eggs 11/8/2019 6:55 AM 

5 I have 10 acres and at present am not permitted even a few chickens 11/7/2019 10:02 PM 

6 What does a couple of hens do I agree you should be able to keep a couple for fresh eggs maybe 11/7/2019 9:37 PM 
no roosters. Nothing like fresh eggs please let people keep them so long as they keep them clean 

7 Chickens will attract wild animals.(Coyotes,raccoons,to name a few.) 11/7/2019 9:37 PM 

8 Not the right place for it 11/7/2019 6:21 PM 

9 Not now, possible in the future. 10/31/2019 7:30 PM 

10 I don’t want many - but I would love to be able to have eggs 10/31/2019 1:15 AM 

11 Or do I want my neighbors having them 10/30/2019 11:27 PM 

12 chickens are an amazing easy animal and are great for smaller properties to engage in agriculture 10/30/2019 8:56 PM 

13 They are loud and they stink 10/30/2019 7:46 PM 

14 Providing local food for my family 10/30/2019 6:12 PM 

15 This would be a great change to allow residents to have backyard chickens. 10/29/2019 5:07 PM 

16 Not that I want chickens at this point, but I would like the option of having them if I wanted to in the 10/28/2019 4:08 AM 
future 

17 We live on 3/4 of an acre and our property is on the wye river in town. We have the space for 10/24/2019 4:39 PM 
chickens and would love to be able to get our own eggs. 
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Backyard Chickens in Springwater SurveyMonkey 

18 I think a minimum lot size of 86.5 acres is too high. I am not sure if all chickens are noisy, just in 10/24/2019 2:37 PM 
the morning(?), and that should be one point to consider. Egg layers or not, chickens do eat tons 
of insects which is a healthy way to keep insects, grubs etc under control. There would have to be 
some kind of noxious definition so owners must keep the coops clean so feces smell don't occur. 

19 They are good for everything, the environment because I don't need eggs or meet trucked in and 10/23/2019 12:28 PM 
they naturally fertilize the yard. It's a great experience for kids and brings a family together 

I know other people in different communities who keep chickens and there is no problem. 10/22/2019 11:01 PM 

21 Should not be allowed 10/22/2019 4:08 PM 

22 My home is on agriculture zoned land. I raise meat birds & laying hens for eggs. 10/21/2019 8:17 PM 

23 I would NOT like to have chickens in my neighbour's yard either. They are not quiet or pleasant 10/21/2019 12:53 AM 
smelling! 

24 Chickens in the backyard will cause many opportunity for unrest in the area between residents 10/21/2019 12:03 AM 

Maybe one day though 10/19/2019 5:20 PM 

26 I have had chickens on the farm for years 10/18/2019 1:36 PM 

27 Our property is within an agricultural zone, but we own only 3 acres. 10/17/2019 10:08 PM 

28 Chickens are carriers of disease, and attack raccoons and other wildlife into residential areas that 10/14/2019 1:39 AM 
pose other dangers to residents. Chicken manure causes odours and cause insects and rodents 
problems in residential areas. 

29 Would raise the minimum amount of birds allowed to educate children and have fresh eggs. 10/12/2019 2:20 AM 

I do not wish to have chickens but I think springwater residents should have the right to keep 10/12/2019 1:47 AM 
chickens 

31 I live on an agriculture zoned property, and keep chickens 10/12/2019 12:10 AM 

32 Still unsure , but interested in learning more 10/11/2019 7:29 PM 

33 but i feel that you should beable to keep chickens in your yard 10/11/2019 12:12 PM 

34 Chickens are not pets and should not be allowed to be kept/raised on residential properties 10/10/2019 7:37 PM 

Have no back yard. 10/9/2019 6:07 PM 

36 Property is zoned agricultural 10/9/2019 12:57 PM 

37 maybe one day.. 10/9/2019 2:22 AM 

38 Great teaching tool for my kids with bonus of fresh eggs 10/9/2019 12:44 AM 

39 My lot is too small but if I had a couple acres I would 10/9/2019 12:01 AM 

They are an inexpensive pet 10/6/2019 10:03 PM 

41 I have owned a pair of hens previously and enjoy fresh eggs and their companionship. 10/6/2019 4:20 PM 

42 Prior to moving to Midhurst, we lived in Barrie on a much smaller lot (1/8 of an acre) and had a 10/6/2019 12:59 AM 
small coop with 4 chickens in out backyard. 

43 It would be nice to have a few to supply eggs to my family 10/5/2019 2:45 PM 

44 However i am for people having chickens 10/5/2019 2:25 PM 

Not at the moment but it is something we have considered 10/5/2019 1:08 PM 

46 Not at this moment, but may like to down the road. 10/4/2019 9:10 PM 

47 The number of cities in Canada that allow chickens in domestic, urban areas grows larger and 10/4/2019 6:35 PM 
larger each day. In Ontario alone, cities from Belleville to Toronto allow chickens. Springwater 
residents should be allowed to have backyard chickens! 

48 We only have half an acre, otherwise, yes! 10/4/2019 6:07 PM 

49 I don’t currently want any myself but feel I should be allowed to 10/4/2019 3:57 PM 

2-4 chickens in a simple set-up for fresh eggs for personal use 10/4/2019 3:37 PM 
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   Backyard Chickens in Springwater SurveyMonkey 

51 This would be an excellent learning opportunity for our children. They will learn about 
sustainability and where there food comes from. There are also opportunities for them to learn 
responsibility and how to care for animals. 

10/3/2019 9:22 PM 

52 Other townships have allowed the keeping of back yard chickens so why can't Springwater? 
Chickens are a lot quieter and cleaner than many dogs that are kept in yards. 

10/3/2019 1:27 PM 

53 Maybe 10/2/2019 12:53 AM 

54 sustainable urban living is on the rise, great experience for family 10/2/2019 12:05 AM 

55 We are fine with the idea, but we do not want any chickens on our property at this time. 10/1/2019 11:45 PM 

56 Maybe... 10/1/2019 10:21 PM 

57 Potentially. 9/30/2019 11:24 AM 

58 I really would in fact like to have some backyard chickens for eggs. My partner and I eat a ton of 
eggs every day. I’d ensure it was located on my property in an area that is private, clean, etc. I 
know it would have no impact to my one neighbor. 

9/30/2019 1:46 AM 

59 Are you asking about meat chickens or egg chickens or both? also are you asking about male or 
female chickens? 

9/29/2019 9:36 PM 

60 I come from a farm family and would not like to have my neighbours have chickens for several 
reasons: 1) they smell horrible 2) they attract wild animals 3) the slaughter of a chicken by a 
predator is not something you can protect them from 4) seeing the aftermath of a slaughter is 
something no one should have to witness 5) I don’t want to have my cat or dogs eaten because 
predators are now drawn to my house 6) what does the agricultural committee suggest? 

9/29/2019 8:37 PM 

61 Strongly disagree with this happening. Domestic house cats are disappearing due to coyotes, etc 
and allowing backyard chickens will only make the problem worse. 

9/29/2019 8:02 PM 

62 Not interested as a family - but we have no issue with those that keep some for personal use 
(eating or eggs) and their products not for sale to public. 

9/29/2019 7:03 PM 

63 N/A Farm residence 9/29/2019 7:02 PM 

64 no interest 9/29/2019 6:57 PM 
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Backyard Chickens in Springwater SurveyMonkey 

Q4 3. Do you support keeping backyard chickens in residential (non-
agricultural) zones in the Township of Springwater? 

Answered: 294 Skipped: 0 

Yes 

No 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100% 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

73.13% 215 Yes 

26.87% 79 No 

TOTAL 294 

# COMMENTS DATE 

1 Backyard chickens in residential area attract other wild animals and what about the animal waste 12/3/2019 12:36 AM 
that is generated 

Yes, but with limitations on numbers and containment. We have had a lot of pets disappear this 12/2/2019 2:09 PM 
past year so will this increase the number of predators in a residential neighbourhood. 

Keep our community tidy for people to live in. 12/2/2019 1:41 PM 

Permitting this is just another vector for disease to spread. 11/26/2019 7:36 PM 

Already have an issue with neighbours over feeding birds with excessive amount of feeders on 11/22/2019 2:18 PM 
their property 

As long as they are not allowed to free range. 11/16/2019 12:46 AM 

To much noise and smell if not done properly. 11/13/2019 1:13 PM 

Chickens are great pest control (ticks, grasshoppers) and help create biodiversity 11/7/2019 10:02 PM 

No farm animals, period. 11/7/2019 9:37 PM 

This isn’t fair to neighbors and would be a nuisance. Who is ensuring that conditions are humane 11/7/2019 6:21 PM 
and sanitary. Please let farmers (experts) do what they do best and raise livestock properly. 

Only if a certain number of chickens per acreage. Ie: 5 per acre. 11/7/2019 1:13 AM 

Only if keepers maintain their chickens on their property and care for them humanely and with 11/1/2019 11:54 PM 
good hygiene and protect them with good housing, etc) 

Bio-security risks 10/30/2019 10:10 PM 

there's no reason to restrict residents from keeping a small amount of chickens in backyards 10/30/2019 8:56 PM 

They are loud and they stink 10/30/2019 7:46 PM 

A healthy idea for families. Also, chickens aren't very noisy or smelly. 10/29/2019 5:07 PM 
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   Backyard Chickens in Springwater SurveyMonkey 

17 Chickens can be kept in a run very happily and never bother anyone 10/23/2019 12:28 PM 

18 I support this but only on parcels over 10 acres 10/23/2019 10:22 AM 

19 

20 

21 

22 

concerned about these small flocks not following a proper health and vaccination program, and 
compromising commercial poultry farms, 

If treated as pets, they require the same amount of care as a dog or cat. There will be the same 
issues with neighbours, cleanliness, predators, noise, etc as other animals. 

I have lived this scenario as a young boy in Thorold. Most of my freinds were Italian. Great people 
with an amazing culture and customs. As a tradition that goes back to Europe, some had cages of 
chickens and other cages of rabbits. Alex next door would raise and harvest the rabbits to place 
the meat into the red sauce. Alex with also harvest the chickens. I remember to this day Alex 
cutting off the heads and have the chickens run around. The saying is very true. This was a 
challenge for me so I never watched again, but Alex had replinshed the chickens after each kill and 
the process would continue.Even if you were not present in his backyard you cold still hear the 
commotion. The smell of nitrogen was very high since Alex did not clean the cage as often as he 
could have. So I stayed away from the left hand side of our backyard. Then Alex and Tony on the 
on side decided to get roosters. Well now we had noise polluton into the mix and it becomes toxic 
to neighbour releationships. St. catharines and Thorold are blue collar towns with many paper 
mills and automotive factories. This means shift work and the men (fathers) need their sleep and 
their sleeping pattern is dictated by the shift they work. Well the roosters would roost during the 
early morning hours primarily and sporatically at other times. This now became a major concerns 
and developed into many heated debates. The close proximity of the houses (48ft) meant that the 
noise was intense at times and the nitrogen smell was apparent. This causes hard feelings and 
broke down the good neighbour feelings that were present and now eroding. Even the kids took 
sides. The Italian tradition versus the need to sleep and provide for the family. Not a pretty ending. 

Not in Subdivisions but in more spread out areas 

10/22/2019 1:11 AM 

10/21/2019 8:17 PM 

10/21/2019 12:03 AM 

10/19/2019 5:20 PM 

23 It’s great for children to learn where their food comes from, and provides healthy food for families 10/19/2019 2:57 AM 

24 Worry about animal abuse 10/19/2019 1:26 AM 

25 I believe you need 10 acres 10/18/2019 10:33 PM 

26 People who want backyard chickens should MOVE TO AN AGRICULTURAL ZONE ! 10/18/2019 9:51 PM 

27 We get fresh eggs but they are dirty stinking mess which will definetlt affect neighbors 10/18/2019 1:36 PM 

28 With restrictions on quantity 10/18/2019 3:37 AM 

29 At a minimum, the acreage requirement should be reduced down to 1-2 acres to accommodate 
"hobby" farms 

10/17/2019 10:08 PM 

30 If the property is large (over 1 acre+) there should be NO problem with having chickens on their 
private property 

10/17/2019 6:40 PM 

31 Maybe concerned about disease, chickens wondering onto my property and issues if my dogs 
harm neighbours chickens 

10/16/2019 5:09 PM 

32 Absolutely not. This will be an escalation issue. Chickens should be properly housed on farming 
properties. The coyotes and raccoons are drawn into residents yards with the smell of chickens. 
Research and data support this. This will cause further issues of safety and property damage of 
residents. 

10/14/2019 1:39 AM 

33 our neighbour has chickens which run free digging up my flower beds and pooping on outdoors 
furniture 

10/12/2019 9:00 PM 

34 If done respectively and responsibly. 10/12/2019 2:20 AM 

35 If chickens are correctly penned and are not a burden to neighbors then backyard chickens should 
be permitted 

10/12/2019 1:47 AM 

36 The question is, what they do with the chickens when they get old and stop laying eggs. I have 
heard that some family’s let them out to be killed by the coyotes.. If that is happening then action 
should be taken 

10/11/2019 10:07 PM 

37 chickens, not roosters 10/11/2019 7:45 PM 

38 With certain reasonable rules in place 10/11/2019 7:29 PM 
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39 I feal if you want to have checkens and they are keep in a proper pend that you should beable to 10/11/2019 12:12 PM 
have chickens 

40 Current by-law allowing chickens on agricultural land only should be maintained 10/10/2019 7:37 PM 

41 Absolutely not. 10/10/2019 12:44 PM 

42 Subject to reasonable restrictions for noise and odour emissions 10/10/2019 2:37 AM 

43 When the back yard is big enough. 10/9/2019 6:07 PM 

44 Sorry, but there's enough noise already with barking dogs, dirt bikes, loud music and 10/9/2019 12:38 PM 
snowmobiles. Dogs running loose too. 

45 Chickens yes, rosters Big No 10/8/2019 10:12 PM 

46 Hens are no issue. Roosters on the other hand can be heard quite a distance away 10/6/2019 10:03 PM 

47 Hens are quiet and provide a source of fresh food 10/6/2019 4:20 PM 

48 Chickens are an integral part of any permaculture type of growing food. Though our garden was 10/6/2019 12:59 AM 
small, our chickens helped us re-use most of our kitchen waste. 

49 I have 1.3 acres, should support a hen house 10/5/2019 2:45 PM 

50 With no roosters as they disturb peace also reasonable limit i.e. ampunt based on size of lot 10/4/2019 8:22 PM 

51 Wholeheartedly. Chickens are less noisy than some people's dogs! They are an alternative to 10/4/2019 6:35 PM 
factory farming, which has a negative environmental impact. I'd like to be able to harvest my own 
eggs, feeding my chickens compostable plant material. Climate change is real, it's happening, and 
some of us would like to take the opportunity to live in a sustainable, environmentally way. 
Springwater should not only allow this, but champion it. If they don't, well... In the words of Greta 
Thunberg, "how dare you!" 

52 Absolutely 10/4/2019 3:57 PM 

53 The fresh local source of foods is the modern way to provide healthy nutritional choices. 10/4/2019 3:37 PM 

54 There are so many benefits to them!! 10/4/2019 1:46 PM 

55 As long as there are no roosters, and they are in fenced in areas. They need to be safe from 10/3/2019 3:15 PM 
predators and kept away from roads. 

56 People who want to look after backyard chickens are aware of their responsibilities and are 10/3/2019 1:27 PM 
generally very interested in animal welfare in general. 

57 We do not want any, but perhaps there are some valid reasons for people to want some. 10/1/2019 11:45 PM 

58 Attract even more wildlife than we have (coyotes), smell if not attended to in a timely manner or if 10/1/2019 9:47 PM 
weather is warm, potential noise 

59 Within reason 10/1/2019 9:05 PM 

60 I don’t see any issues. 9/30/2019 1:46 AM 

61 Only Female chickens. 9/29/2019 9:36 PM 

62 If you want to farm buy a home in an agricultural zoned area! 9/29/2019 8:37 PM 

63 Do not need the noise in the neighbourhood, diseases they carry and unwanted animals looking 9/29/2019 8:02 PM 
for a meal! 

64 I support as long they are considered 'pets' and used only by the owners for food or eggs, and 9/29/2019 7:03 PM 
their products NOT for sale to the public. A reasonable number can be kept so as not to intrude 
neighbouring residents. Personally a reasonable number is under 25 at MAX. 

65 messy 9/29/2019 6:57 PM 

66 So long as the chickens are well cared for and their area is kept clean! 9/27/2019 5:49 PM 
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   Backyard Chickens in Springwater SurveyMonkey 

Q5 3A. If yes, what are the reasons you support the keeping of backyard 
chickens in residential areas? 

Answered: 223 Skipped: 71 

I want fresh 
eggs for my... 

I'm interested 
in owning th... 

I want to sell 
eggs 

I believe 
keeping... 

Other (please 
specify) 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100% 

ANSWER CHOICES 

I want fresh eggs for my household 

I'm interested in owning them as pets 

I want to sell eggs 

I believe keeping chickens is an educational activity 

RESPONSES 

82.51% 

29.60% 

4.04% 

66.82% 

184 

66 

9 

149 

24.22% 54 Other (please specify) 

Total Respondents: 223 

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE 

1 I personally don't want to have chickens, but I don't care if my neighbours do. 12/2/2019 10:37 PM 

2 I don't want it but I think it would be educational for the younger generation and demonstrate 12/2/2019 2:09 PM 
responsibility. 

3 I feel that you should be able to source your own food. 12/1/2019 4:48 PM 

4 Getting rid of leftovers! 11/16/2019 12:46 AM 

5 Compost f(manure) for gardens. Pest control. 11/7/2019 10:02 PM 

6 There is nothing like fresh eggs and it gives people something to do and it's a wonderful teaching 11/7/2019 9:37 PM 
devise for children 

7 It has been scientifically proven that keeping and caring for chickens helps reduces Stress and 11/6/2019 9:34 PM 
encourages healthier lifestyle choices/living. Also if each household kept a minimum of six (6) 
chickens they can help reduce the carbon footprint of eggs and meat. There have been ongoing 
studies show that children who are raised around chickens or other livestocks are more respectful 
and conscious of where their food comes from as well as encourages them to be more respectful 
to animals and people alike. 

8 Chickens are good for the soul! 11/2/2019 7:32 PM 
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   Backyard Chickens in Springwater SurveyMonkey 

9 good to have a more direct experience/relationship with our food, (what they eat, we eat through 11/1/2019 11:54 PM 
their egg production), enhances the local food movement 

10 For insect control in garden 11/1/2019 5:40 PM 

11 Having food fresher to home helps with reducing climate change 11/1/2019 12:46 PM 

12 Education 10/31/2019 11:43 AM 

13 i believe it is a right to produce your own eggs and vegetables it can only help the environment 10/30/2019 11:05 PM 
when properly done 

14 They are disgusting 10/30/2019 7:46 PM 

15 why not? and all of the above 10/27/2019 11:44 PM 

16 I think a minimum lot size of 86.5 acres is too high. I am not sure if all chickens are noisy, just in 10/24/2019 2:37 PM 
the morning(?), and that should be one point to consider. Egg layers or not, chickens do eat tons 
of insects which is a healthy way to keep insects, grubs etc under control. There would have to be 
some kind of noxious definition so owners must keep the coops clean so feces smell dont occur. 

17 Meet 10/23/2019 12:28 PM 

18 Composting, decreases sending compost to dump sites. Organic eggs. 10/22/2019 10:42 PM 

19 should not be allowed 10/22/2019 4:08 PM 

20 Compost and soil support 10/19/2019 12:59 AM 

21 I do not aupport 10/18/2019 10:33 PM 

22 Chickens are good at controlling bugs. 10/17/2019 10:08 PM 

23 natural pest control (Insects,grubs,ticks, etc.) 10/17/2019 9:41 PM 

24 Jusjt a freindly Neighbour support for a neighbours backyard chickens with a property of over 1 10/17/2019 6:40 PM 
acre+ 

25 I don’t really care one way or another 10/16/2019 5:09 PM 

26 Let kids to play and have fun 10/11/2019 11:31 PM 

27 Sustainable, ethical, healthy 10/11/2019 7:11 PM 

28 keeping your own chicens is a huge benifet , it lets you to have fresh eggs. there poop is amazing 10/11/2019 12:12 PM 
fertilizer . they keep down bugs . they make cool pets . and i love the sound of them 

29 Do not support 10/10/2019 9:58 PM 

30 Particpate/show in fall fairs. 10/10/2019 2:37 AM 

31 I support people who want to have them, it’s food production for their family in most cases 10/9/2019 3:06 AM 

32 Teaching our children the responsibility to clean the coop, feed and give them water as their 10/9/2019 1:08 AM 
chore. Teaching children where food comes from and being able to provide food for our family. 

33 Not applicable 10/8/2019 10:58 PM 

34 We currently have 6 chickens and my son age 12 rasied and took care of them this summer . He 10/8/2019 9:31 PM 
would get up with the sun and clean and feed them and harvested eggs. This was his job ! At his 
age there were virtually no jobs for him as retired people have gone into grass maintenance in the 
town so it is a limited job market.The chickens have kept him from sitting on a electric devise and 
taught him about work ethic and responsibilities. 

35 My grandmother had chickens, my mother had chickens and I would like to keep the tradition going 10/7/2019 7:18 PM 

36 I'd rather my neighbor have hens over their cats and dogs!! 10/6/2019 10:03 PM 

37 Therapeutic, teaching kids responsibility, rewarding 10/6/2019 9:50 PM 

38 They are part of a self sustainining healthy food source such as a garden. 10/6/2019 4:20 PM 

39 Encourage farm to table and self preservation gardening, etc. 10/5/2019 2:25 PM 

40 Homeowners typically care for their chickens in a more humane manner than the mass producing 10/5/2019 1:27 PM 
factory processing factories. 
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41 N/a 10/4/2019 9:23 PM 

42 Food sovereignty 10/4/2019 9:10 PM 

43 Environmentally friendly activity 10/4/2019 8:22 PM 

44 I love all animals, chickens are sweet and purposeful 10/4/2019 6:07 PM 

45 I think lots of people would like fresh eggs for their household, even if I don’t want to have them 10/3/2019 3:15 PM 
myself. 

46 They are an excellent way of introducing children to the responsibilities that come with keeping 10/3/2019 1:27 PM 
animals. The eggs that are produced are organic and reduce the need to rely on other (less 
animal freindly) sources of food. 

47 Residents enjoy and benefit from keeping chickens; growing your own food is enviromentally 10/2/2019 3:31 AM 
responsible. 

48 If others are interested, I give them support 10/1/2019 9:05 PM 

49 For eggs also because of health issues. 9/30/2019 1:57 PM 

50 i said no 9/30/2019 12:32 AM 

51 Good source of bug control 9/29/2019 9:37 PM 

52 Chickens for meat as well. 9/29/2019 9:36 PM 

53 chose no 9/29/2019 8:37 PM 

54 Personally - we do not wish to have backyard chickens BUT we do support those that may want to 9/29/2019 7:03 PM 
have them. Some stipulations should be in place: no sale of products...ie meat or eggs. A 
reasonable number must be determined and considered as a limit. 

10 / 35 



           

   

   

  

   

                
          

  

     

   

                

    

                  
 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

    

  

  

   Backyard Chickens in Springwater SurveyMonkey 

Q6 3B. If no, what are your primary concerns with allowing backyard 
chickens? 

Answered: 145 Skipped: 149 

Noise 

Odour 

Appearance/prop 
erty values 

Illness/disease 

Safety (i.e. 
may attract... 

Other (please 
specify) 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100% 

ANSWER CHOICES 

Noise 

Odour 

Appearance/property values 

Illness/disease 

Safety (i.e. may attract predators) 

RESPONSES 

50.34% 

53.10% 

44.14% 

37.93% 

53.79% 

73 

77 

64 

55 

78 

40.00% 58 Other (please specify) 

Total Respondents: 145 

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE 

1 Not applicable 12/2/2019 8:36 PM 

2 We are commercial producers of broiler hatching eggs and fear the disease risk it would pose to 12/2/2019 5:29 PM 
our operation of a neighbor had a backyard flock of chickens 

3 I'm okay with it. 11/16/2019 12:46 AM 

4 No concerns. 11/7/2019 10:02 PM 

5 We have existed problems with unattended barking dogs, loose roaming cats, as well as feral 11/7/2019 9:37 PM 
cats! 

6 None of above 11/7/2019 6:52 PM 

7 I already have an issue with the appearance of my neighbors property and what it is doing to my 11/7/2019 6:21 PM 
property value. 
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8 no concerns - they are great animals 11/7/2019 2:20 AM 

9 I support it 11/6/2019 12:36 AM 

10 None 11/2/2019 11:01 AM 

11 I have no concerns 11/2/2019 2:54 AM 

12 we have had neighbors chickens get out onna regular basis and wander our yards 10/31/2019 8:18 PM 

13 No concern 10/31/2019 7:35 PM 

14 None 10/29/2019 8:32 PM 

15 No different than having any other pet, noise level is actually less than dogs 10/27/2019 4:23 PM 

16 None 10/27/2019 4:04 PM 

17 Chicken manure can be composted in a 4x4 skid crate and will have absolutely no smell 10/23/2019 12:28 PM 

18 No concerns 10/23/2019 5:59 AM 

19 None 10/22/2019 10:42 PM 

20 without proper facilities, heated in winter, ventilated, rodents (skunks and rats) are going to be a 10/22/2019 1:11 AM 
problem. 

21 Disposal of old chickens 10/21/2019 8:17 PM 

22 danger of disease/illness in urban chickens affecting commercial flocks in the area very adversely- 10/21/2019 12:53 AM 
causing quarantine and/or destruction of flocks in a geographical area 

23 Having lived next door to chickens and roosters, it should be noted that there will be noise and a 10/21/2019 12:03 AM 
nitrogen-ammonia odour 

24 None 10/19/2019 12:24 PM 

25 None 10/19/2019 3:43 AM 

26 Should have a max number depending on size and location of property, EI in town 2-3 hens, rural 10/19/2019 2:57 AM 
property 20-25? Ect 

27 Animal abuse. Who would check up on the chickens 10/19/2019 1:26 AM 

28 No issues 10/19/2019 12:59 AM 

29 Cleanliness 10/18/2019 10:33 PM 

30 Again, if someone wants to keep backyard chickens MOVE to an agricultural zone. 10/18/2019 9:51 PM 

31 They pose multiple concerns for residents in close proximity. 10/18/2019 8:36 PM 

32 These are definite concerns. And no matter how clean you are you traipse straw and manure into 10/18/2019 1:36 PM 
the house and the eggs have to be washed 

33 No concerns 10/17/2019 10:08 PM 

34 NO Problem with having chickens on private property over one acre + 10/17/2019 6:40 PM 

35 Chickens running freely on my property. Worry about my dogs being aggravated by and attacking 10/16/2019 5:09 PM 
them 

36 No concerns 10/13/2019 4:44 PM 

37 destruction 10/12/2019 9:00 PM 

38 Even though I am interested, I still have the above concerns. 10/11/2019 7:29 PM 

39 At prev residence neighbour had chickens, dead chicken under my deck, poisoned dog, 10/10/2019 9:58 PM 
salmonella 

40 I think it’s ok 10/9/2019 7:47 PM 

41 Answered yes to last question 10/9/2019 1:38 AM 

12 / 35 



                 
            

  

   

       

                  

              
              
           

  

  

   

        

              

  

               

  

                   

     

                  
    

  

        

  

  

   Backyard Chickens in Springwater SurveyMonkey 

42 Dont have any issues having back yard children's in our area. And longs as they have their own 10/9/2019 1:08 AM 
designated spot in their back yard with a large enough pen and fence. 

43 No issues 10/9/2019 12:44 AM 

44 No reason to not allow chickens 10/6/2019 10:03 PM 

45 no concerns, as long as the owner keeps the chickens safe from predators, and cares for them 10/5/2019 1:27 PM 
properly. 

46 I do not have any primary concerns about allowing backyard chickens. Let's consult what other 10/4/2019 6:35 PM 
cities who have permitted backyard chickens did, their successes, and move from there. If other 
areas, even more urban and large, have had success, we can too! 

47 None 10/4/2019 6:08 PM 

48 No concern 10/4/2019 12:16 PM 

49 Escaping the coup...running around in the villages. 10/3/2019 10:56 AM 

50 All of these are valid concerns. Eggs are not very expensive to buy. 10/1/2019 11:45 PM 

51 None 10/1/2019 11:03 PM 

52 All of these make good factors and will depend on each home owners responsibilities! 10/1/2019 2:02 PM 

53 I 10/1/2019 12:50 AM 

54 There is no one within the village of Midhurst that can argue the Poverty issue with chickens or 9/30/2019 1:55 PM 
eggs 

55 all of the above 9/30/2019 12:32 AM 

56 Althiugh I don't intend to keep backyard chickens, I support those who wish to do so. I have no 9/29/2019 8:37 PM 
concerns about allowing backyard chickens. 

57 Safety and health issues for poultry farmers 9/29/2019 8:37 PM 

58 n/a 9/29/2019 7:03 PM 
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Backyard Chickens in Springwater SurveyMonkey 

Q7 4. Should rural areas and urban settlement areas (e.g. Midhurst, 
Elmvale, Hillsdale, etc.) be treated differently with respect to backyard 

chickens? 
Answered: 294 Skipped: 0 

Yes 

No 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100% 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

44.22% 130 Yes 

55.78% 164 No 

TOTAL 294 

# COMMENTS DATE 

1 I think that allowing a limited number of chickens on properties in rural areas, even if they are not 12/3/2019 2:22 AM 
agricultural lots, would be worth looking in to 

Even with larger yards people need a good environment. 12/2/2019 1:41 PM 

Chickens should not be permitted. 11/26/2019 7:36 PM 

If you have a certain amount of acres and distance between homes. 11/13/2019 1:13 PM 

I feel settlement areas should be allowed a certain number (less than 6 or so) but more rural areas 11/7/2019 10:02 PM 
should be allowed more. 

except towns should be able to keep a few not a holds hen house full like a farm 11/7/2019 9:37 PM 

Farm animals on farms. 11/7/2019 9:37 PM 

Non- agricultural areas should not be allowed to raise chickens. 11/7/2019 6:21 PM 

Perhaps roosters need consideration due to noise 11/7/2019 2:43 PM 

Limited number in denser population area would make sense 11/6/2019 10:13 PM 

All the towns mentioned above are farming communities and therefore should be allowed the 11/6/2019 9:34 PM 
keeping, breeding and raising of chickens for meat, eggs as well as breeding and keeping them for 
show and petstock 

Maybe is a better answer because not all properties have the adequate space and location for 11/1/2019 11:54 PM 
chickens. Neighbour's rights, proximity and preferences need to be considered too. Some 
properties in Midhurst have a huge environmental protection zone behind which provides a great 
buffer of space. 

Should be a non issue in rural areas 10/31/2019 11:54 AM 
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14 Limit the number of chickens in urban settlement areas to reasonable personal use levels and 10/31/2019 2:37 AM 
have guidelines for structures to house/contain the chickens 

We are one big community, we should all be allowed to have some chickens if family’s would like. 10/30/2019 6:12 PM 

16 Unsure, but I would be interested to hear suggestions on this 10/29/2019 10:29 PM 

17 The amount of chickens should depend on the land size 10/28/2019 4:08 AM 

18 I think a minimum lot size of 86.5 acres is too high. 10/24/2019 2:37 PM 

19 If you live on open land and can free range you should be allowed to do whatever you want. The 10/23/2019 12:28 PM 
only law should be safe and respectful keeping if livestock i.e no over crowded birds 

as long as there is no roosters there is no problem 10/22/2019 11:01 PM 

21 boundaries should be clearly defined and nothing in the urban areas 10/22/2019 4:08 PM 

22 residential homes in rural areas may be suitable 10/22/2019 1:11 AM 

23 Should be allowed throughout the Township but limits to #'s in urban areas 10/21/2019 8:17 PM 

24 In a residential setting the houses are too close and I am telling you now that it will not bring 10/21/2019 12:03 AM 
harmony between neighbours. It will be a catalyze for disputes and ridicule 

People move to the “country” or more rural areas to grow their own food (a garden) chickens 10/19/2019 2:57 AM 
would be a similar venture if properly maintained 

26 Slightly bigger spaces should be able to have a higher concentration 10/19/2019 12:59 AM 

27 In rural area, there should be no acreage limit. In urban areas, lot size limit may be warranted. 10/17/2019 10:08 PM 

28 SMALLER residential properties (less than one acre) should not be allowed due to close proximity 10/17/2019 6:40 PM 
to neighbours and other 

29 Different limits on number of chickens, maybe 10/12/2019 12:10 AM 

Limits on numbers of chickens, standards for care, feeding, housing of chickens 10/11/2019 10:55 PM 

31 there is alot of homes in these ares that have lot's of property expl ... 1/2 acre that would let you 10/11/2019 12:12 PM 
have chickes for your home 

32 Residents don’t understand the upkeep 10/10/2019 9:58 PM 

33 Chickens should be raised on farms only 10/10/2019 7:37 PM 

34 Perhaps stricter limitations for those with close neighbours (urban settlements). But they should be 10/10/2019 2:37 AM 
allowed in both areas. 

I don’t understand the question 10/10/2019 1:10 AM 

36 Size of the yard matters? 10/9/2019 6:07 PM 

37 Not sure 10/9/2019 2:22 AM 

38 I believe they should be allowed for all residence and everyone should be treated the same 10/9/2019 1:08 AM 

39 Having a few chickens (HENS!) in town as egg layers would not be bothersome 10/6/2019 10:03 PM 

as long as yards are fenced 10/6/2019 4:20 PM 

41 We had chickens in Barrie. When they are properly housed and cared for, they are not a problem 10/6/2019 12:59 AM 
with respect to noise or smell. In fact, I can't go into my backyard without my neighbours dog 
taking offence! 

42 For the most part They have smaller lots 10/5/2019 2:45 PM 

43 There is enough space between homes it should not be a concern 10/5/2019 2:25 PM 

44 A property should need to be a certain size to ensure the animals have a decent living space 10/5/2019 1:08 PM 

Yes limits on numbers and no roosters 10/4/2019 8:22 PM 

46 There are Toronto residents, as part of the UrbanHensTo project, who have chickens! 10/4/2019 6:35 PM 

47 Even if considered towns, we are out of town- we are rural and people typically move to these 10/4/2019 6:07 PM 
areas for the country feel. Chickens should be allowed! 
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48 As long as the quantity is kept to 4 or 6 chickens in urban areas it shouldn’t pose a problem. 10/3/2019 9:22 PM 

49 Only in the sense of having a fenced area for chickens, as there are some busy roads in these 10/3/2019 3:15 PM 
areas. 

50 This question is phrased in such a way that it makes its meaning unclear. Those areas don't want 10/3/2019 1:27 PM 
particularly special treatment but obviouslythey would be more conducive to rearing chickens than 
central Barrie for example. 

51 It’s a farming community 10/2/2019 1:58 AM 

52 its Rurban - rural urban. Its great to bring things back to the roots where it all began. And give 10/2/2019 12:05 AM 
people the opportunity to enjoy this option. 

53 More space between properties can alleviate some of the cons 10/1/2019 11:45 PM 

54 Should be based on neighbour proximity, not just address 10/1/2019 9:47 PM 

55 No roosters 9/30/2019 1:57 PM 

56 As per above 9/30/2019 1:55 PM 

57 Chickens should not be allowed in settlement areas. 9/30/2019 11:44 AM 

58 I’m not sure. I live outside in the country from Midhurst. I can’t comment on cons because I don’t 9/30/2019 1:46 AM 
live in those urban areas. I think if anything, this initiative would be awesome, that maybe its not 
allowed if its decided just in specific areas. Shame that due to a few urban areas that those outside 
of them in the country should be treated the same. 

59 There should be a limit to the number of chicken a home can have, also no rosters or male 9/29/2019 9:36 PM 
chickens should be aloud. 

60 Urban should not allow chickens - Rural areas were purchased to allow for agricultural! 9/29/2019 8:37 PM 

61 Please keep the Official Plan and Zoning By-laws that are now in place. 9/29/2019 8:02 PM 

62 yes - with respect to numbers of chickens and property sizes 9/29/2019 7:03 PM 

63 not in urban settlement type areas 9/29/2019 6:57 PM 
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Q8 5. If backyard chickens are allowed in Springwater, should they be 
licensed (i.e. similar to dog tags)? 

Answered: 294 Skipped: 0 

Yes 

No 

Other (please 
specify) 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100% 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

33.33% 98 Yes 

No 54.08% 159 

Other (please specify) 12.59% 37 

TOTAL 294 

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE 

1 Don't allow chickens in backyard, dogs are already aggressive everywhere. 12/2/2019 1:41 PM 

2 They should be on Farms!! 11/22/2019 2:18 PM 

3 Maybe. It should not be cost prohibitive. Perhaps similar to fire permits, a way to circulate info 11/7/2019 10:02 PM 
regarding care and warnings. 

4 Do not allow. 11/7/2019 9:37 PM 

5 However, should there be any concerns in regards to the welfare of the chickens, an Inspection 11/6/2019 9:34 PM 
from a licensed avian-veterinary should be allowed with an early noticed given to the owners 
beforehand. 

6 There may be a value in registering the quantity,breed,sex 11/2/2019 2:54 AM 

7 Not sure 11/1/2019 11:54 PM 

8 no fees, however you should register so it could be checked for animal safety 10/30/2019 11:05 PM 

9 I think I would want permits that expire to make sure the enclosure is adequate and they aren’t 10/28/2019 4:08 AM 
violating any bylaws etc. 

10 could be looked at 10/27/2019 11:44 PM 

11 Yes they should be licensed. Something like 1 License for every 5 chickens. This gives the ability 10/24/2019 2:37 PM 
for a township officer to check premises if necessary. 

12 Permit to keep 10/21/2019 8:17 PM 

13 Should not be allowed, therefore no licence requirements 10/21/2019 12:53 AM 

14 It would be unwise to grant residents the ability to house chickens 10/21/2019 12:03 AM 
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15 It is not like dog license, it’s like a kennel license 10/18/2019 10:33 PM 

16 How would that help when they are not maintaining their property ! 10/18/2019 9:51 PM 

17 I don’t know 10/18/2019 7:01 PM 

18 Maybe more of a permit process per address much like the burn permits 10/18/2019 3:37 AM 

19 Thats just another MONEY Grab from the township!!!!!!!! 10/17/2019 6:40 PM 

20 Unsure of what purpose the license would serve 10/12/2019 2:20 AM 

21 Unsure 10/11/2019 7:29 PM 

22 Preference is no license required, but if one is required, it should be "chicken agnostic" IE not a 10/10/2019 2:37 AM 
license for a particular bird, but to have chickens in general.have chickens 

23 No comment 10/10/2019 2:35 AM 

24 Once again you have put a question that, if answered, gives tacit approval of the topic. This should 10/9/2019 12:38 PM 
not say "If" it should only be answered by those who approve chickens in town. Stop being so 
sneaky with these questionnaires. 

25 A limit needs to be necessary 10/9/2019 10:57 AM 

26 Cost of licensing would be a factor for consideration 10/9/2019 12:27 AM 

27 I don't think that they should be licensed but I do feel that their is a need to ensure/enforce 10/6/2019 12:59 AM 
minimum standards with respect to animal welfare - perhaps an initial inspection? 

28 Owners should have a permit maybe 10/5/2019 2:45 PM 

29 I would ask what the overall objective is to have chickens be licensed, weigh the pros and cons, 10/4/2019 6:35 PM 
and be able to have a better answer than I can at this time. 

30 If it means people can have them, then sure 10/4/2019 6:07 PM 

31 How many people get dog tags? Probably won't get chicken tags. 10/3/2019 10:56 AM 

32 There should be a max of 6 chickens in town 10/2/2019 1:58 AM 

33 Perhaps not licensed but certainly registered with a signed agreement to maintain a clean, healthy 10/1/2019 10:02 PM 
area and to limit the number of chickens allowed per property based on location and property size. 

34 Backyard chickens should not be licensed in Springwater 9/30/2019 1:55 PM 

35 I don’t think the chickens should be tagged or licensed. That would create administrative 9/30/2019 1:46 AM 
requirements which would simply use up our tax payer funds. 

36 Not licensed but you should have a permit similar to a fire permit. 9/29/2019 9:36 PM 

37 a reasonable tag/certificate cost be implemented 9/29/2019 7:03 PM 
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Q9 6. If backyard chickens are allowed in Springwater, which of the 
following should apply? 

Answered: 294 Skipped: 0 

A limit on the 
number of... 

No roosters 

Specifications 
regarding co... 

Kept in 
enclosure at... 

Cleanliness 
provisions 

Exclusion from 
Source Water... 

Prohibition on 
the sale of... 

Prohibition on 
slaughter 

Other (please 
specify) 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100% 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

A limit on the number of chickens allowed (e.g. maximum of 4) 71.77% 211 

No roosters 64.97% 191 

Specifications regarding coop size 54.42% 160 

Kept in enclosure at all times 37.07% 109 

Cleanliness provisions 66.33% 195 

Exclusion from Source Water Protection Areas 38.78% 114 

Prohibition on the sale of products (e.g. eggs, manure, meat) 34.69% 102 

Prohibition on slaughter 32.65% 96 

14.29% 42 Other (please specify) 

Total Respondents: 294 

           
  

   

   

  

    

   
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 

           

 

   

     

 

     

         

  

  

  

   

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE 

1 No bad smells 12/2/2019 1:41 PM 
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2 Limit of 2 11/22/2019 2:18 PM 

3 Coop size should be able to hold 4 hens safely 11/7/2019 9:37 PM 

4 No chickens. 11/7/2019 9:37 PM 

5 no provisions 11/7/2019 2:20 AM 

6 Chickens NEED to be able to move! So a MINIMUM COOP (where they sleep in) size should be 11/6/2019 9:34 PM 
required; roughly per laying hen/3sq meters; Roughy per meat chicken/ 1.5sq meters. Also a coop 
MUST be a well ventilated, draft free space. Chickens should be allowed to Free Range on the 
OWNERS property at least 3 hours per day in the growing season. 

7 Limit the number of hens to however many are in the house. 5 person house hold= 5 laying hens 11/2/2019 7:32 PM 

8 urban vs rural distinctions do seem appropriate 11/2/2019 2:54 AM 

9 don't really know about the other items that I didn't check off 11/1/2019 11:54 PM 

10 Limit number of chickens for how much room someone has/coop size 11/1/2019 12:46 PM 

11 Animal handling course should be require 10/30/2019 10:10 PM 

12 Definitely want to see limits just so that it doesn’t get out of hand and it should per for personal use 10/28/2019 4:08 AM 
only 

13 1) the Coop has to be a minimum distance from the fenceline. AND 2) the coop must be a 10/24/2019 2:37 PM 
minimum distance from any neighour's home/home with attached garage. 3) there should be a 
limit to the sq footage. 

14 No over crowding birds 10/23/2019 12:28 PM 

15 If any of these rules are required, who will "police" this? 10/22/2019 1:11 AM 

16 regulations re: flock care & good neighbour standards Ontario regulations are in place regarding 10/21/2019 8:17 PM 
the slaughter of meat birds 

17 strict noise and odour specifications 10/21/2019 12:53 AM 

18 Alex had 4 and tony had 6 chickens. Each neighbour had a rooster. So depending how many 10/21/2019 12:03 AM 
neighbours buy into this porposal there could be mant chickens suurounding one house. That 
would be a potential site for neighbour arguments. This will not bring harmony,only a chance for 
discord. The springwater officers will be very busy trying to calm the waters 

19 Limit the amount depending on how close neighbours are, someone in a subdivision in Craighurst 10/19/2019 2:57 AM 
should be restricted by to a few chickens that are always enclosed, someone living where I live 
should be allowed more and to free range them (my neighbours are more then 500’ away) 

20 Coop location on proximity to neighbors bigger distance from property line 10/18/2019 10:33 PM 

21 4 chickens make 28 eggs per week so eggs will definetly be sold or given away 10/18/2019 1:36 PM 

22 Limits based on property size and distance to neighbors. 10/17/2019 10:08 PM 

23 EVALUATE only if there are issues presented after the fact. OTHERWISE, there really are not any 10/17/2019 6:40 PM 
real issues or concerns 

24 This should not be allowed at all. This is going to cause more harm than good and the township 10/14/2019 1:39 AM 
exploring this option to gain revenue should further investigate how much resources to manage 
problems will cost as it will outweighs the .5% of persons requesting this survey. And person 
interested in obtaining foul for personal use should consider a hobby farm zoned for it. 

25 Health dept needs to inspect 10/10/2019 9:58 PM 

26 Backyard chickens should NOT be allowed, people wont' look after them. 10/9/2019 12:38 PM 

27 Fenced yard, no birds like amicanas that can leap fences 10/8/2019 10:12 PM 

28 A minimum lot size should apply, such as 100 x 200 feet. 10/8/2019 9:19 PM 

29 I think it should be the person's choice for the above 10/7/2019 7:18 PM 
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Backyard Chickens in Springwater SurveyMonkey 

Limit in proportion to your yard size. For example if you have a 50 foot lot only 5 chickens if you 10/6/2019 10:03 PM 
have 100 foot lot then 8-10, 3/4 acre to 2 acres 15-20. Land above this no limit. Once you reach a 
quota amount farming laws kick in. Hens are very quiet. Much quieter than the dog my neighbor 
has! Id rather be have chickens. No roosters as they can be noisy and only required to produce 
more chickens not eggs. Coop size should be determined by the amount of chickens allowed for 
the size of your property and comply with good chicken keeping rules not a little box. Keep clean 
no different than cleaning up after your dog. No slaughter as this will attract predators. Hunters 
don't shoot a deer and skin in their back yard. 

31 same standard as other pets - ie.dogs. Dog waste is more toxic to the environment than chicken 
manure 

10/6/2019 4:20 PM 

32 I live in a Source Water Protection Area. Every Spring, my neighbour spends a few hours cleaning 
up after his dog. The dog goes out into the backyard every day during the winter to "do his 
business". He collects buckets of waste! How is this less of a threat to drinking water than a few 
chickens in a coop? 

10/6/2019 12:59 AM 

33 proper care, proper enclosure size to allow lots of free range movement, toys for them to play with 
and keep busy. Safety and adequate care for the chickens is most important. 

10/5/2019 1:27 PM 

34 So many people have them already. They claim they are grandfathered. Its unfair. On my road, 
one house has 100 chickens, horses, donkeys and 5 pigs. All pets. they have 8 acres. We have 10 
but I can't have 5 chickens? Another house on my road has a commercial rottweiler kennel!? It's 
so unfair. 

10/4/2019 6:08 PM 

35 Backyard chickens should not be allowed in urban settings!!! 10/3/2019 10:56 AM 

36 Hotline for reporting if conditions are not met 10/1/2019 9:47 PM 

37 Limit of 6 9/30/2019 1:57 PM 

38 Backyard chickens should not be licensed in Springwater 9/30/2019 1:55 PM 

39 Size of coop per chicken 9/29/2019 9:37 PM 

40 Do not allow them at all, please 9/29/2019 9:02 PM 

41 You must have permission from all neighbours before being granted permission from Township. 9/29/2019 8:37 PM 

42 but should not be allowed 9/29/2019 6:57 PM 
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Q10 7. If allowed, how many chickens do you feel should be permitted 
per household? 

Answered: 294 Skipped: 0 

2 

4 

6 

Other (please 
specify) 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100% 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

12.93% 38 2 

4 28.57% 84 

6 26.53% 78 

Other (please specify) 31.97% 94 

TOTAL 294 

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE 

1 1 12/2/2019 2:03 PM 

2 1 12/2/2019 1:41 PM 

3 12 11/28/2019 2:26 PM 

4 1 11/26/2019 7:36 PM 

5 12 11/23/2019 7:17 PM 

6 up to 12 11/16/2019 12:46 AM 

7 10 11/15/2019 12:34 AM 

8 0 11/7/2019 11:41 PM 

9 Zero 11/7/2019 9:37 PM 

10 Depends on household, area, reason for having chickens, but closer to 50 chickens would be a 11/6/2019 10:13 PM 
good limit. I have 75 right now and have no issues 
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2 chickens per person living in the household is a bare MINIMUM! I feel setting a hard limit does 11/6/2019 9:34 PM 
not really make sense as 10 standard (big) breed chickens IS NOT the same as 10 bantam (small) 
breed of chickens. Also 10 meat chickens DOES NOT equivalent to 10 laying hens. The keeping 
of Roosters I feel should be limited to 2 breeding birds per household if used for breeding 
purposes. Also I think everyone should be able to keep as many hens as they want, AS LONG as 
they can keep the odour level to an ABSOLUTE minimum and keep the a HIGH cleanliness 
standard in such a way as not to attract vermins (e.g. rats, Racoons) or dangerous predatory 
wildlife (Bears, Coyotes, etc.) 

12 Dependant on lot size. 11/6/2019 12:42 AM 

13 1 per household.member 11/2/2019 7:32 PM 

14 It depends on the size of the property; larger properties could support more chickens.. 11/2/2019 12:09 PM 

15 urban vs rural again --- In town a limit of 4-6 11/2/2019 2:54 AM 

16 don't know 11/1/2019 11:54 PM 

17 12 11/1/2019 5:40 PM 

18 10 11/1/2019 12:46 PM 

19 10 10/31/2019 11:54 AM 

20 I think 12 is a good number for a cap 10/31/2019 2:49 AM 

21 Chickens only provide one egg a day (when in prime production ages). Our family of 4 eats more 10/31/2019 1:15 AM 
than 8 eggs a day - that doesn’t include any baking. It would be frustrating to only have 4 eggs a 
day - and still be needing to buy more. I think size of lot should determine the # you can have. 

22 10 10/31/2019 12:38 AM 

23 0 10/30/2019 7:46 PM 

24 I think it should depend on land size for example 4 chickens per half acre 10/28/2019 4:08 AM 

25 Depending on size of property 4-12 10/27/2019 4:23 PM 

26 Dependent on the size of property 10/27/2019 4:04 PM 

27 12 10/25/2019 8:37 PM 

28 1 per 3 sq ft of coop 10/23/2019 12:28 PM 

29 Depends on size of yard/space and ensuring the coop is adequate for number of chickens 10/23/2019 10:15 AM 

30 Should depend on property size and enclosure size 10/23/2019 5:59 AM 

31 10 10/22/2019 10:42 PM 

32 would depend on the location & size of area available - Ontario regulations limit the size of flock 10/21/2019 8:17 PM 
without quota 

33 It is a cool idea, but in reality..it does not work in a residentail area. Think very carefully and picture 10/21/2019 12:03 AM 
your self being woke up at 4:40 every morning and the odour. It is quite a change in your daily 
routine 

34 18 10/19/2019 5:05 PM 

35 8-10. If keeping for the winter they can produce enough heat to stay warm in a small coop. And 10/19/2019 7:41 AM 
there is always risk of loosing some chickens. You can't just replace a lost chicken. 

36 This should be dependent on location? A rural property like mine should be allowed more, 10/19/2019 2:57 AM 
compared to someone who lives in a subdivision 

37 depends on acreage i.e 1 per acre or 4 for residential 10/19/2019 1:22 AM 

38 Depends on size of acreage. 10-20 if 1+ acre 10/19/2019 12:59 AM 

39 1 10/18/2019 9:51 PM 

40 6-10 10/18/2019 9:46 PM 

41 Should be relative to property size and shelter size allowed 10/18/2019 8:36 PM 

42 Should be based on property size. Create two categories - hobby farm and residential lot. 10/17/2019 10:08 PM 
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43 limit based on property size 10/17/2019 9:41 PM 

44 within reason--why would someone have MORE than they could possibly handle!!!!!! Seems the 10/17/2019 6:40 PM 
township is looking for too many excuses 

45 This should no be allowed. 10/14/2019 1:39 AM 

46 Limited based on available space 10/13/2019 4:44 PM 

47 Number allowed dependant on lot size 10/12/2019 2:20 AM 

48 10 10/12/2019 12:10 AM 

49 8 10/11/2019 7:11 PM 

50 Max. 12 10/11/2019 5:49 PM 

51 1 10/10/2019 9:58 PM 

52 ZERO 10/10/2019 7:37 PM 

53 Depends on size of property (smaller properties less chickens). Size of the coop will determine 10/10/2019 2:37 AM 
number in flock, and coops should obey bylaws for accessory buildings (eg: sheds, etc.). 

54 20 10/10/2019 1:10 AM 

55 Depending on lot size and Rural vs Urban areas 10/9/2019 3:48 PM 

56 10 10/9/2019 12:57 PM 

57 NO chickens should be allowed. 10/9/2019 12:38 PM 

58 Depends on property size 10/9/2019 3:06 AM 

59 8 or 10 10/9/2019 1:13 AM 

60 Depends on the property size 10/9/2019 12:59 AM 

61 As many as the person wants. It’s their property. 10/8/2019 11:01 PM 

62 Dependant on lot size. 10/8/2019 10:49 PM 

63 Depending on the size of lot under an acre 2. 10/8/2019 10:12 PM 

64 More should be permitted on lots over 2 acres. 10/8/2019 9:19 PM 

65 why do you feel that there should be a limit? It should be the persons preference 10/7/2019 7:18 PM 

66 Lot size requirements. If one number is given say 10 then a town house with limited yard can have 10/6/2019 10:03 PM 
ten 

67 Limited chickens to the size of your yard 10/6/2019 9:50 PM 

68 It depends. I live in Midhurst - for me 3-6 chickens for eggs is sufficient. If I lived on 10 acres, why 10/6/2019 12:59 AM 
not 10-30 for meat? 

69 As many as can be adequately, safely cared for. Not mass production, so maybe 15-25? 10/5/2019 1:27 PM 
Maximum? 

70 I think it is dependent on the property size 10/5/2019 1:08 PM 

71 Range from 4-10 10/4/2019 9:10 PM 

72 Truly depends on lot size. Also a family should not need more than 10 chickens to share with 10/4/2019 8:22 PM 
neighbours and family 

73 The number of chickens should depend on the size of the coop, obviously. Let's think about 10/4/2019 6:35 PM 
ANIMAL WELFARE, here. We want people to have a manageable amount of chickens, and we 
also want the chickens to be healthy and thriving. Springwater should be conducting research on 
coop sizes, etc. 

74 Depends on acreage 10/4/2019 6:18 PM 

75 I think it should be limited to the size of the coop or care the family is willing to give! 6+ 10/4/2019 6:07 PM 

76 8 10/4/2019 5:03 PM 

77 Should depend on size of property and enclosure available. The bigger the more you are allowed. 10/4/2019 1:46 PM 
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78 I don't feel the number is important, just that the above guidelines are followed. To avoid too many, 10/3/2019 7:09 PM 
I'd say 12 as a max 

79 Backyard chickens should not be allowed in urban settings!!! People who want them should move 10/3/2019 10:56 AM 
to a rural setting. 

80 8 10/2/2019 3:31 AM 

81 Should depend on land size 10/2/2019 12:54 AM 

82 10 10/2/2019 12:53 AM 

83 0 10/1/2019 9:54 PM 

84 0 10/1/2019 9:47 PM 

85 Backyard chickens should not be licensed in Springwater 9/30/2019 1:55 PM 

86 Not aware of the required upkeep for number of chickens. I don’t think they should be had to have 9/30/2019 1:46 AM 
a business (ie to sell the chickens to eat and or their eggs). If someone had concern on the 
number a household had, that household isn’t going to have a ton of chickens if they aren’t for the 
purpose of selling for meat or eggs. At least I would think common sense would be that you 
wouldn’t have a whole bunch of chickens just for the sake of having a whole bunch. You’d likely 
have the right number for your household for eggs. 

87 8 egg layers, how many meat chickens? 9/29/2019 9:36 PM 

88 0 9/29/2019 9:02 PM 

89 Up to 20 9/29/2019 8:37 PM 

90 0 chickens 9/29/2019 8:37 PM 

91 6-8 9/29/2019 7:23 PM 

92 If your are going to allow in rural 20, urban NONE 9/29/2019 7:15 PM 

93 enough to keep the population healthy - re: breeding purposes 9/29/2019 7:03 PM 

94 1 9/29/2019 6:57 PM 
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Q11 8. What size of property do you feel would be appropriate for 
backyard chickens, if allowed? 

Answered: 294 Skipped: 0 

Small urban 
properties... 

Mid-sized 
urban... 

Suburban 
residential... 

Rural 
residential... 

Other (please 
specify) 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100% 

ANSWER CHOICES 

Small urban properties (e.g. 0.15-0.25 acre) 

Mid-sized urban properties (e.g. 0.3-0.75 acre) 

Suburban residential properties (e.g. 1-2 acres) 

Rural residential properties (e.g. over 2 acres) 

RESPONSES 

24.83% 

48.30% 

44.90% 

56.12% 

73 

142 

132 

165 

14.63% 43 Other (please specify) 

Total Respondents: 294 

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE 

1 Should not be permitted on small residential lots 12/3/2019 12:36 AM 

2 .25 and up 11/15/2019 12:34 AM 

3 Chickens are great in small spaces. They were the norm in many backyards even in town lots for 11/7/2019 10:02 PM 
hundreds of years. 

4 Farms over 86.5 acres. 11/7/2019 9:37 PM 

5 all 11/7/2019 7:29 PM 

6 3 acres minimum 11/7/2019 6:21 PM 

7 Anyone who is wanting to have a backyard chicken should be allowed. The fact that we are even 11/7/2019 2:20 AM 
having this conversation is silly. People have the right to want and produce health food. Our 
existing food system is sick. We need to promote more healthy eating. 

8 As long as there is a yard that 'could house' a dog comfortably, then it should be sufficient for 11/6/2019 9:34 PM 
chickens too. However, restrictions should be applied/set in place in regards to how many 
chickens can be kept on the smallest property without effecting a.) the health of the owner(s) is not 
affected in a negative way b.) as not to cause excessive odour and c.) not cause a negative 
impact on the overall individual chickens or other pets health, mental and physical ability. 
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9 All of the above 11/6/2019 12:42 AM 

Again, it depends on proximity to neighbours - a one acre property may be ok for some and not ok 11/1/2019 11:54 PM 
for others, it depends on the neighbourhood and the neighbours needs 

11 no restriction, just controlled properly 11/1/2019 5:40 PM 

12 None 10/30/2019 7:46 PM 

13 minimum 0.5 acres 10/24/2019 2:37 PM 

14 10 acres 10/21/2019 12:53 AM 

I believe that livestock should be on farm acreage 10/21/2019 12:03 AM 

16 Any size 10/19/2019 12:24 PM 

17 All properties should be allowed, Smaller properties should have a smaller limit, larger properties 10/19/2019 2:57 AM 
have a higher amount allowed 

18 Small number of chickens on small lot; more chickens on more than 1 acre. 10/17/2019 10:08 PM 

19 RURAL residential properties 1 + acres well separated from additional neighbours 10/17/2019 6:40 PM 

Any size as long as it is a healthy environment for chickens 10/13/2019 4:44 PM 

21 Any size, as long as appropriately sized coop and run can fit 10/12/2019 12:10 AM 

22 I’d be ok with them on a property 1/2 acre or larger 10/11/2019 11:44 PM 

23 Farm land only as per current by-law in effect 10/10/2019 7:37 PM 

24 Let size of property (available space for coop and run) determine ability to have chickens. 10/10/2019 2:37 AM 

Not sure 10/10/2019 2:35 AM 

26 More than 10 acres 10/10/2019 1:10 AM 

27 Doesn’t matter they are allowed in Toronto backyards 10/9/2019 7:47 PM 

28 Backyard chickens should NOT be allowed. 10/9/2019 12:38 PM 

29 I believe you're allowed 3 dogs in springwater with no limit on property size. 10/6/2019 10:03 PM 

Any size 10/6/2019 9:50 PM 

31 Again, this comes down to how you raise your chickens. In a factory farm with 100,000 chickens, 10/6/2019 12:59 AM 
how much room do they have? In Europe (and other parts of Canada), people raise chickens in 
their very small backyards wit little to no impact on their neighbours. 

32 .5 acre or more 10/5/2019 1:08 PM 

33 Would be better for chickens to be on a farm property far enough away from abutting neighbors. 10/3/2019 10:56 AM 

34 The smaller lot- 2-4 max, the larger 4-6 10/2/2019 12:02 PM 

Must be at least 2 acres between nearest residential home 10/1/2019 9:47 PM 

36 Backyard chickens should not be licensed in Springwater 9/30/2019 1:55 PM 

37 I am just under 1 acre, but I have no neighbor on one side and I back on to bush and a farm field. 9/30/2019 1:46 AM 
Because I am just under an acre and rural, I’d be disappointed to find the minimum land 
ownership was 1 acre plus. 

38 50 acres 9/29/2019 9:02 PM 

39 Any size property can accommodate chickens. They don't take up much room. 9/29/2019 8:37 PM 

Agricultural areas only 9/29/2019 8:37 PM 

41 80 acres 9/29/2019 8:02 PM 

42 NONE in urdan, small, mid or Suburban over 2 acres in rural 9/29/2019 7:15 PM 

43 create numbers according to property size and location of property....ie within village/town limits 9/29/2019 7:03 PM 
versus rural properties 
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   Backyard Chickens in Springwater SurveyMonkey 

Q12 9. Please provide any further comments you may have on this 
matter: 

Answered: 124 Skipped: 170 

# RESPONSES DATE 

1 I do not think that chickens should be permitted in subdivisions and residential areas. 12/3/2019 2:22 AM 

2 What are the surrounding townships doing. My understanding is that Orillia had a pilot project and 
it failed and not doing well. I have no problem that these be permitted in rural areas on smaller lots 
then what is required for an agricultural use. 

12/3/2019 12:36 AM 

3 I believe everyone has the right to grow their own food 12/3/2019 12:00 AM 

4 Na 12/2/2019 8:36 PM 

5 There is a steep learning curve to keeping chickens. Your survey failed to address what should be 
done with chickens when they decide they don’t want them anymore or with dead chickens. There 
will be dead chickens!! 

12/2/2019 5:29 PM 

6 Should be instituted on a trial basis to review results after a one year period, inclusive of all 
seasons. 

12/2/2019 2:09 PM 

7 To keep our living environment clean, tidy, healthy is a top priority. No chickens in our community 
please. 

12/2/2019 1:41 PM 

8 I feel there should be limits based on the size of your property 11/28/2019 2:26 PM 

9 The thought of my neighbours having the option to raise chickens frightens me. This is not 
appropriate for residential neighbourhoods that have small plot sizes. 

11/26/2019 7:36 PM 

10 None 11/23/2019 7:17 PM 

11 Already have an issue with bird feeders over attracting birds, feces and noise. Chickens will attract 
raccoons and foxes which will lead to coyotes. We experienced this a few years ago when a 
neighbour had illegal chickens in their yard. 

11/22/2019 2:18 PM 

12 If you want farm animals move to the country and buy land to support that way of life. 11/13/2019 1:13 PM 

13 N/A 11/11/2019 4:59 PM 

14 We have had chickens they are quiet, easy to care for animals and we love having them to provide 
our children with education from start to finish about how our food reaches the table, I think society 
is greatly lacking this approach with our children these days 

11/7/2019 10:12 PM 

15 Chickens are a great addition to anyone keeping gardens. They round out the eco system by 
controlling pests, spreading manure and sustaining life via protein filled eggs. While chicken 
keeping is not for everyone the people who are interested are keen to learn and can be great 
chicken-people. There is nothing to say they wouldn't be mindful and respectful of neighbours. 

11/7/2019 10:02 PM 

16 Chicken and eggs can be purchased at a reasonable cost commercially, there is no need for 
chickens in residential neighborhoods. 

11/7/2019 9:37 PM 

17 backyard hens when properly looked after like any other animal kept on a residential property can 
be beneficial to the environment by eating unwanted bugs and providing fertilizer for yards (should 
owners use droppings in that manner) and also provide a personal food source in the eggs that 
they lay (much like we can grow vegetables in our backyards, having a personal egg source 
allows people to know what they are putting in their bodies by controlling how they feed their hens) 

11/7/2019 3:08 PM 

18 I find that since all the towns previously listed are all farming communities. Poultry and Waterfowls 
should be be allowed on the land as long as a.) the health of the owners is not affected negatively 
b.) the amount of poultry/waterfowls does not to cause excessive odour or negative issues on the 
land (major destruction of ecosystem, attracting vermins, etc.) and c.) not cause a negative impact 
on the overall individual poultry/waterfowls or other pets health, mental and physical wellbeing. 

11/6/2019 9:34 PM 
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   Backyard Chickens in Springwater SurveyMonkey 

19 Provided appropriate measures are taken to maintain coops and care for chickens, there is no 
reason to be concerned about odours, illness or noise. Many urban communities have had great 
success, allowing small scale livestock. 

11/6/2019 12:42 AM 

20 Non 11/6/2019 12:36 AM 

21 A few chickens on even small properties should be allowed. 11/2/2019 12:09 PM 

22 None 11/2/2019 11:01 AM 

23 ---be open minded in this regard ---safety of pets and owners needs to be addressed --Chickens 
are wonderful pets. I trust you will abandon a sweeping ban on their ownership and make as few 
regulations as are sensibly necessary 

11/2/2019 2:54 AM 

24 Growing our own food and having a relationship with it is very important. Local food production 
needs some flexiblity and support and we might just be inspiring a generation of youngsters to be 
great stewards of our earth, food and enviroment. 

11/1/2019 11:54 PM 

25 Chickens and eggs raised should be for personal use and not run as a business. 11/1/2019 5:40 PM 

26 Vaccination should be mandatory 10/31/2019 12:49 PM 

27 Non 10/31/2019 11:54 AM 

28 How will dead stock be dealt with. In an area where there is constant incidents of wildlife coming 
into the urban areas, how would this be handled if incidents continue to Increase. 

10/31/2019 11:43 AM 

29 I see no issue with keeping chickens, provided they are looked after properly 10/31/2019 2:49 AM 

30 This is a great idea. The number of people to actually implement this into their lives is very small, 
so the impact isn’t great across the county but for the families that want to participate it would be 
so wonderful. 

10/31/2019 1:15 AM 

31 Would love to have some! 10/30/2019 11:36 PM 

32 I don't think they should be allowed 10/30/2019 11:27 PM 

33 the more exposure a child has to our food production, I feel it will make them more empathetic to 
life itself and hopefully be less wasteful 

10/30/2019 11:05 PM 

34 please allow residential home to keep chickens. If people can have dogs who bark, poop and pee 
on my lawn, then chickens in peoples backyards should be permitted 

10/30/2019 8:56 PM 

35 They should be kept at farms, they smell, they are noisy and they will attract more predators. 10/30/2019 7:46 PM 

36 If people can keep dogs that bark nonstop in the middle of the night, people should be able to 
keep chickens, which are relatively quiet animals and generally sleep through the night. Signed a 
person whose father and uncle had chickens before the ban. 

10/30/2019 6:29 PM 

37 First come the chickens, then turkeys and geese were will it stop. I bought my house in a 
subdivision not a petting zoo or hobby farm. If you want to rise animals buy a farm. 

10/30/2019 6:20 PM 

38 I know my children and my wife would love the experience of being able raise chicken and harvest 
our own eggs. 

10/30/2019 6:12 PM 

39 None 10/29/2019 8:32 PM 

40 It is a sign of the times to allow residents to grow their own food and be permitted to have fresh 
eggs for their families. We want more control over the food supply and this is a great measure 
towards that. 

10/29/2019 5:07 PM 

41 Backyard chickens are great educational pets. They are no different than having a dog or a cat as 
long as people care for them as they would any other pet. 

10/27/2019 4:23 PM 

42 Would love to have fresh eggs, I think with the property we have there is lots of room to put a 
coop. 

10/24/2019 4:39 PM 

43 It would be helpful to develop a list of links to other communities that already have backyard 
chicken allowances...to see what has already worked, not worked, or been amended to work 
better in those communities. ALSO - Survey Monkey does not allow us to save/record our answers 
to keep for ourselves. The Townships' SaveStation site actually gave us the option to record our 
answers by having it emailed to ourselves. 

10/24/2019 2:37 PM 

44 Bylaw to be approved by Council and regular inspections need to be carried out. Complaints must 
be addressed within 24 hrs 

10/23/2019 7:16 PM 
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   Backyard Chickens in Springwater SurveyMonkey 

45 Aslong as chickens are kept healthy and the coop isn't an eye sore it's absolutely unfair to tell 
someone that they can't have chickens on your own property. No harm no issue in my opinion. I 
think it's our right to sustain ourselves should we choose to do so 

10/23/2019 12:28 PM 

46 While I am an OFA member and keep chickens there does need to be stringent rules in place. My 
chickens are free range and on properties under 10 acres there is the possibility of damage to 
other properties ie gardens, lawns, etc. 

10/23/2019 10:22 AM 

47 Should be treated as responsible pet owner. 10/22/2019 10:42 PM 

48 Has the township reviewed other municipalities with residents that have at least 3 years of keeping 
chickens ? Many people have this nostalgic feeling of farming, in reality chickens do smell, need 
constant attention, proper health program is a real concern. 

10/22/2019 1:11 AM 

49 Raising chickens are not limited to laying hens. There should also be discussion/limitations 
regarding raising chickens for meat/slaughter. 

10/21/2019 8:17 PM 

50 Non-farmers attempting to "farm" is never a good idea - they do not have the knowledge or 
experience. It is bad enough now with dogs and lack of enforcement of noise bylaws, this would 
just add another layer of difficulty for bylaw enforcement officers, with more cost to the taxpayers. 
NO to backyard chickens. 

10/21/2019 12:53 AM 

51 Beside the many points mentioned: 1. noise pollution 2. smell pollution There is the harvesting of 
the chickens that some people will do for their food intake. It will not just be for egg production. 
This is a point that can not be over looked. many people are opposed to killing animals for human 
consumption and that rejection will be phoned into to the township in a overwhelming numbers. If 
this proposal goes through you must be prepared for a huge increase in complains. 

10/21/2019 12:03 AM 

52 No 10/19/2019 9:39 PM 

53 Finally! I hope that backyard chickens are allowed. Helps households be more self sufficient and 
chickens make great pets! 

10/19/2019 12:24 PM 

54 I would enjoy having chickens help teach my kids responsibility and general things about life. Add 
a garden as well and your household has some sustainability. 

10/19/2019 7:41 AM 

55 None 10/19/2019 3:43 AM 

56 Chickens should be allowed on any sized property, but there would be a need for more 
containment and smaller numbers in smaller more residential properties. Larger rural properties 
should be allowed to free range and have a higher number of chickens. 

10/19/2019 2:57 AM 

57 I would support this if properly supervised by animal protection services 10/19/2019 1:26 AM 

58 Springwater needs a radical change to its bylaws for Chickens - 86.5 acres is a huge contrast to 
other townships in the area -

10/19/2019 1:22 AM 

59 I think the ability to have backyard chickens would be very beneficial in a more rural area like 
Springwater. Great for soil biodiversity, compost, and the growing number of families who are 
interested in being self sustaining. 

10/19/2019 12:59 AM 

60 The license must be in regards to the operation and protection of the chickens. 10/18/2019 10:33 PM 

61 When someone is not maintaining their backyard chickens is there going to be a specific 
department to call and request the backyard chicken property be shut down ! 

10/18/2019 9:51 PM 

62 Shouldn’t be allowed in any residential community/subdivision area. Rural areas over an acre. 10/18/2019 8:36 PM 

63 No 10/18/2019 7:01 PM 

64 I think chickens belong on farms only. A much much bigger problem is people not picking up their 
dog excrement. Walking in town you have to be constantly watching where your walking. 

10/18/2019 1:36 PM 

65 I would prefer a permit process vs an animal licensing system. If an address is found without 
permit or not following parameters enforceable by bylaw. 

10/18/2019 3:37 AM 

66 Two new categories should be created (residential lot and rural property). Residential lot would be 
allowed up to 4 chickens, while rural properties could keep a flock. 

10/17/2019 10:08 PM 
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   Backyard Chickens in Springwater SurveyMonkey 

67 Generally, most people that have FEW backyard chickens do so without any issues and problems. 
Don't go looking for UPSET or restrictions in the event there is NO real problems or concerns 
warranted. Nature and human interaction is beautiful, educational and necessary for many 
reasons. WE HAVE MUCH BIGGER ISSUES AT HAND that NEED ADDRESSING than backyard 
chickens!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

10/17/2019 6:40 PM 

68 If chickens are allowed, could i have ducks,turkeys or pheasants in lieu of chickens?? 10/17/2019 6:16 PM 

69 The movement being considered speaks to a very small ratio of residents. The damage and 
proposed threats of wildlife safety ,disease and other environmental factors significantly impact 
those residents who do not want this. The risk to reward ratio is to high to even consider. The 
resources the township will allocate to this measure could be better served elsewhere. 

10/14/2019 1:39 AM 

70 Appropriate information about breeding chickens should be provided prior to completing this 
survey so people can make educated decisions 

10/13/2019 4:44 PM 

71 None 10/12/2019 12:57 AM 

72 I feel like any other animal if you keep is healthy and well cared for and on your property . you 
should be able to have chickens . 

10/11/2019 12:12 PM 

73 My experience was horrendous, vet bills were $800, dog nearly died . 10/10/2019 9:58 PM 

74 I have had chickens successfully in a small urban backyard. No complaints from neighbours. I did 
not have any roosters. This helped me to provide my family with fresh eggs, and helped educate 
my children about being sufficient and environmentally aware. 

10/10/2019 11:16 AM 

75 I support backyard chickens with reasonable restrictions/conditions such as number and space 
limitations. Noise should be treated as any other noise issue. 

10/10/2019 2:37 AM 

76 As I said they are allowed in Toronto why not here I have talked to a lady that brings chickens to 
your back yard and they are in cages u sign up and get the eggs with food issues in this world why 
would you say no? I live in hillsdale and found out we are not allowed ? Why they are not loud ? If 
you have them I’m sure u would keep clean as your eating the eggs ! I find it funny the mayor has 
some 

10/9/2019 7:47 PM 

77 Chickens, rabbits, ducks and other non traditional pets, should be allowed, as long as they are 
kept within the humane guidelines 

10/9/2019 12:57 PM 

78 Not in residential areas. There is already an issue with barking dogs and stray cats 10/9/2019 11:38 AM 

79 Not in subdivisions 10/9/2019 10:57 AM 

80 I prefer chickens be allowed! To be contained would help prevent predators, ie coyotes & fox. Most 
people who want or have chickens love the 

10/9/2019 3:06 AM 

81 I think it's a good idea for people to be ale to feed there familys this way.. 10/9/2019 2:22 AM 

82 My family misses having chickens as it wasn't only providing a meal for our family but our girls 
miss them as they were their pets. Our chickens were in a chicken coop, fenced in, closed in every 
night and opened every morning. Our girls, my husband and I miss having to get eggs from our 
natural resource rather then going to the grocery store. Having chickens had our 4 year old and 
almost 2 year old knowing where their eggs came from and how to take responsibility. Example: 
clean the coop, remove their manure, wash out the coop, spread the shavings as their bedding, fill 
their water container and they fed them on their own with some assistance. There's no better way 
the starting our children young and knowing what chores are. Teaching kindergarten we have 
classes that have chicken eggs in their classroom for the students to document and observe how 
chickens are born. I truly believe that having chickens isn't just for having them but they teach our 
community the benefits of healthy foods and how we respect farming in our area. My daughter 
who is 4 wishes to have a farm of her own one day as she wants to raise chickens and a cow. She 
maybe young but if springwater allows backyard chickens, its just not impacting adults but children 
as well. I hope to hear some news soon and excited to know the answer that a lot of our residence 
are ready to hear. 

10/9/2019 1:08 AM 

83 This is just a good idea all around 10/9/2019 12:44 AM 

I feel backyard chickens pose no more of a threat than other pets such as dogs etc. Fir exampke 10/8/2019 10:49 PM 
they are not aggressive (they don't attack humans or other animals; whereas dogs will), they are a 
valuable resource to a sustainable home and when cared for properly are not a nuisance in any 
way. They are quiet and easy to look after. 
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85 We have chicken farms in Springwater. Leave it to the professionals. Fresh eggs are available 
everywhere. 

10/8/2019 9:49 PM 

86 As a past farm girl and from a family who presently owns many farms, I am wondering why 
Springwater feels it needs to monitor this? Isn't it the person's choice...isn't it just getting back to 
the good old fashioned roots for our parents and their parents? I am concered that you as a 
township need to be concerend 

10/7/2019 7:18 PM 

87 This is allowed in urban cities like Toronto and Barrie. I find it odd that Springwater (a rural 
township) currently doesn't allow this. 

10/7/2019 4:04 PM 

88 Hind sight I'd rather get my kids chickens as a pet over a dog or cat. Dog is or can be noisy cat 
urinates every everywhere. I have to get rid of the poop and we pay the sanitation department to 
take it away. The chicken poop, owners can use as fertilizer. My neighbors dog barks constantly 
when the owner puts it out. I think they don't like the barking either as they don't leave it out long 
lol. Chickens are cost effective as they are cheap to feed( some of your green bin waste that we 
pay to get rid of) can be fed to chickens. If an owner doesn't want a dog they drop off at the pound 
and shelters are full. Unwanted cats are dropped off outside of town. Unwanted chickens can be 
dropped off at the auction and rehomed even if for soup meat chickens don't live as long as other 

10/6/2019 10:03 PM 

pets. 
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Backyard Chickens in Springwater SurveyMonkey 

In our current world where food security and quality become an ever increasingly important issue 
to individual and family life it is imperative that we maintain our own ability to determine what is 
available to be included in our diets from our own sources. The family garden has always been a 
reliable source of fresh and nutritious fruits and vegetables. I believe that fresh eggs should be 
included as an available food option from one’s own property. Eggs that are produced by backyard 
hens are unsurpassed in freshness and quality. One egg per day per hen adds up pretty quickly to 
a reliable source of high quality protein and nutrients. These eggs have three times more vitamin 
D, twice as much omega-3 fatty acids, one-third the cholesterol, two thirds more vitamin A, seven 
times more beta-carotene and less saturated fat than the eggs you buy from a store or 
commercial farm. When layed each egg is covered in a protective layer called the “bloom”. Also 
known as the cuticle, bloom is the natural coating or covering on the eggshell that seals the 
eggshell pores. The bloom helps to prevent bacteria from getting inside the shell and reduces 
moisture loss from the egg. These eggs can be stored at room temperature for many days with no 
degradation. From an environmental point of view backyard hens offer many benefits. They 
consume insects, slugs, snails, seeds, clover and grass. Hens also love leftover food scraps of 
any kind as they are omnivores. No waste! Cool watermelon on a hot day is pure bliss. They leave 
behind small amounts of odourless droppings that are tremendous fertilizer for grass and gardens. 
This is quite the opposite of dog and cat feces. As part of their scratching routine in search of food 
they lightly till the soil all over the yard. The routine for keeping hens is incredibly easy. The coop is 
lightly cleaned daily and their food and water is topped up at the same time. This literally takes ten 
minutes. Hens prefer cruising the yard looking for tasty insects and seeds to feed on throughout 
the day. They never left our fenced yard and are secured overnight in their predator proof coop. 
When darkness falls they head in on their own as I am sure they know they are safe there. I have 
to laugh at myself when I used to chase the ladies around and pick them up to be put into their 
coop for the night. All I had to do was wait for dusk and they headed in on their own and jumped 
up onto their perch to roost for the night. Duh! Hens make pretty nice pets and companions. They 
will run over and greet you when you enter the yard, have a seat beside you waiting for a pet or a 
treat and will be by your side as you do any gardening. They are very entertaining and endearing 
little creatures. They are also very curious. Many times I have found them staring in at us through 
low windows perched on the outdoor sills. Ethical considerations must be accounted for as well. 
Our hens thrived in a protected environment and the outdoors. Conversely, the life of a factory 
farm laying hen is pure misery as they are crammed into a tiny cage where they cannot move. 
They become so stressed that they pluck themselves bald. At approximately eighteen months they 
are killed for low quality chicken protein or they are simply thrown into a landfill. It is a cruel and 
short life. Obviously there are concerns associated with having backyard hens in the 
neighbourhood and I would like to address those too. Noise. People are all too familiar with the 
loud crowing of chickens at all hours. The distinction must be made between hens and roosters. 
Hens quietly cluck. They briefly cluck in the morning after they have layed their egg and would like 
to leave the coop to roam. Around the yard they are largely silent all day. Roosters are the world’s 
loud alarm clocks - set to all hours of day or night. Nobody, including me, wants to have residential 
roosters. Predation. A responsible owner of any pet must provide adequate protection from 
predators. Hens must have a suitable coop to ensure their safety and comfort. These are very 
easy to make. Unfortunately in my area of Springwater I have seen many family pets go missing 
permanently because they were not brought in at night or they were allowed to roam everywhere. 
Heartbreaking for families. My back yard currently is home to a large family of rabbits and no 
predator has made a meal out of any of them. I have not had predators attracted to my yard due to 
the presence of hens or bunnies. I realize this may differ depending on location, fencing, etc. 
Odour. Let’s face facts… without proper yard care any creature living on the property can make a 
mess of things. Dog and cat feces are particularly offensive if not picked up regularly. Hen 
droppings are relatively harmless. You would need a large number of hens with no care for weeks 
to make for an offensive yard. Again, animal and property care by the owner in not negotiable 
including keepers of hens. Bylaws apply to all residents and are always an option if concerns 
cannot be amicably solved between neighbours. Numbers. I would not want to live beside a 
residential yard with dozens of hens or any other pet for that matter. The current bylaw in 
Springwater limits dog ownership to four. Personally, I see this as a reasonable limit for hens as 
well. There are other municipalities that allow backyard hens either as a pilot project or on an 
ongoing basis. They include: Township of Clearwater, City of Orillia, Township of Oro-Medonte, 
City of Niagara Falls and the City of Toronto (in specific wards). I am hopeful that Springwater 
Township will be opento the idea. I believe that a small sample of pilot projects would be beneficial 
to address the concerns of residents and to demonstrate how great it is to have these wonderful 
little creatures in our lives. I hope that I have provided some insight on the issues and many 
benefits of hen ownership. There are a great many residents that wish to see the bylaw amended 
in Springwater. Please consider that no-one wants any special considerations for hens that 
currently is not applicable to other pets. Responsible ownership with consideration for neighbours 
must remain at the fore. 

10/6/2019 4:20 PM 
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There is a misconception that chickens are smelling and noisy. When we lived in Barrie, one of my 10/6/2019 12:59 AM 
neighbours asked me if I was keeping rabbits. Three or four chickens don't make a lot of noise. In 
fact, chickens are noisy for about 5 minutes prior to laying an egg. Raising and caring for a small 
number of birds in your backyard is a far more environmentally sustainable than eggs that are 
factory farmed. Once someone has put the effort into raising an animal for their own purposes, 
they develop a much greater appreciation for the work that our local farmers do to help put food on 
our tables. It is interesting that we have become more tolerant of unnatural noises versus natural. 
On my street, it strikes me odd that the noise from my neighbour's dog, the Harley Davidson 
motorcycle a few house down or the suped-up 1980's Chevelle across the street are "ok", yet a 
few clucking chickens are not. As we move forward into a greener lifestyle, backyard gardens (and 
I include chickens in that) are one step in that direction. I would like to close by thanking staff and 
council for giving thought to this issue/idea. 

91 Use of chicken tractors should be allowed 10/5/2019 2:45 PM 

92 I know people who have backyard chickens, and some actually rent them out (in Oro), and it has 
been a very positive experience for them and their neighbours. I like the idea of fresh eggs, and 
kind, loving families for chickens. 

10/5/2019 1:27 PM 

93 Caring for chickens is a great educational opportunity for children. They are also an excellent way 
to control certain insects on your property, such as ticks 

10/5/2019 1:08 PM 

94 Permits for ownership is a great idea however is tough to enforce. ie: fire permits 10/4/2019 10:26 PM 

95 As a community, we need to champion this cause. From education opportunities to sustainability, 
having backyard chickens would be an excellent choice for Springwater. Springwater has fallen 
short and fallen behind on this topic, which is an embarrassment to me, quite frankly, as a 
resident. Once again, much more urban and larger communties have said YES to backyard 
chickens. I will say I am pleased that someone in our community has finally raised the issue, and I 
welcome the opportunity to have my thoughts heard. 

10/4/2019 6:35 PM 

96 N/a 10/4/2019 6:18 PM 

97 Please see above. The bylaw should either be changed or enforced. If you can have chickens in 
Toronto, Barrie or other cities, why not on my 10 acres of agriculturally zoned land? 

10/4/2019 6:08 PM 

98 If someone loves and cares for animals for the right reason, they should be allowed to have them; 
especially in more rural communities. 

10/4/2019 6:07 PM 

99 Springwater is the ideal community to promote small local food production to enable farm gate to 
home plate. Like dogs, there are responsibilities of ownership. Other jurisdictions experience has 
been that complaints regarding chickens is far less than those pertaining to dogs. Further, sharing 
of food is a fundamental part of a healthy community. Even if we do not have our own, we would 
want to share our neighbours. This is about community. I question why the existing by-law uses 86 
acres as the minimum. This feels like old fashioned industrial agriculture squeezing out the small 
farmers. Its time to move into 2019. Think of the opportunity for everyone, including restaurants to 
serve fresh local foods. Thank you. 

10/4/2019 3:37 PM 

100 Backyard chickens are fantastic for numerous reasons. They can teach young children 
responsibility, the manure can be used as compost and help you grow your own garden. Your 
family can get healthy free range eggs. The list goes on. 

10/4/2019 1:46 PM 

101 No further comments 10/4/2019 12:16 PM 

102 This initiative has worked well in other areas and it would add charm and encourage sustainable 
practices in our neighbourhoods. 

10/3/2019 9:22 PM 

103 a few laying hens are not a nuisance. Roosters can make the flock noisy, so avoiding that makes 
sense. A few guidelines so things don't get out of hand make sense. 

10/3/2019 7:09 PM 

104 Please do not succumb to the pressures of some residents wanting chickens in urban settings. I 
was born and raised on a farm...that's the best place for animals. 

10/3/2019 10:56 AM 

105 We are not downtown Barrie, it’s a great way to teach our kids about nature and looking after 
animals, 

10/2/2019 12:02 PM 

106 My recommendations would be to allow 6 hens, no roosters, no sale of animal by-products, annual 
licence fee per household of $30 for up to 6 chickens. Protect from predators in the same manner 
you would with an outdoor cat. Minimum and maximum coop dimensions. Distance minimum from 
property line. Backyard chickens are very low maintenance but provide with healthy fresh eggs, a 
teaching tool for children and other adults, and possibly an introduction to the agricultural world. 

10/2/2019 1:19 AM 
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   Backyard Chickens in Springwater SurveyMonkey 

107 We know many people that are keeping hens in the area. They love it. We would like to have this 10/2/2019 12:05 AM 
experience. Many large cities like Toronto etc. are allowing the keeping of hens. From research, 
they are less invasive than cats or dogs and provide education and eggs. Plus they look pretty in 
yards while they eat the ticks and grubs. 

108 We must consider the pros and cons. It is possible that there are more cons based on your survey 10/1/2019 11:45 PM 
options listed above in question #3 

109 None 10/1/2019 11:03 PM 

110 Pass it; we need chickens! 10/1/2019 10:21 PM 

111 Strongly opposed to chickens being allowed in backyards of homes that are less than 1 acre apart 10/1/2019 9:47 PM 
- ie. any residential area 

112 Shouldn’t be an issue in this area 10/1/2019 9:05 PM 

113 As many other township allow .this is not fair we want to eat organic. Some people have health 9/30/2019 1:57 PM 
issues. My self stomach issues .in barrie can have chickens on 2/3 of acre .hawkstone can have 
chickens .if law doesn't get changed i know many people they are going to leave springwater 
twnship .we are firm believers in buy from your commuties .should be looking at goats too as 
people have lactose issues. This is very important issue too many people i know in springwater & 
surrounding areas .thanks i hope with all my heart that the bylaw gets changed very quickly. Just 
makes no sense when all around us are allowed. 

114 I repeat, backyard chickens should not be allowed or licensed in Springwater 9/30/2019 1:55 PM 

115 n/a 9/30/2019 11:44 AM 

116 I think it’s great if proper measures are in place. 9/30/2019 11:24 AM 

117 I am totally opposed to this initiative 9/30/2019 10:33 AM 

118 My close friend has a coup in Oro off line 4 near hwy 11. Has a nice amount of eggs for his 9/30/2019 1:46 AM 
household. I was going to get advice and was thinking of having my own. I have not done any 
research that it was not allowed in Springwater, therefore I am learning of it right now. I definitely 
would like to have the option if I chose to have a coup, that it wasn’t prohibited. 

119 You should be more specific with egg and meat chickens 9/29/2019 9:36 PM 

120 The cost to have chickens should be investigated - the chickens would have to lay golden eggs to 9/29/2019 8:37 PM 
cover the cost of having them. I believe they will also cause bylaws issues which in turn will cost all 
taxpayers more money. As well as all my other concerns already listed. 

121 I strongly feel this should not be allowed and if people are wanting this type of pass time perhaps 9/29/2019 8:02 PM 
they are better suited on a farm setting and not living in a nice subdivision. 

122 Please leave chickens to the farmers & their farms, where they follow rules, regulations etc. Buy 9/29/2019 7:40 PM 
your eggs from local farmers & support them. 

123 none 9/29/2019 7:03 PM 

124 on farms only 9/29/2019 6:57 PM 
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January 7, 2020 

Mr. Chris Russell 

Senior Planner 

Township of Springwater 

2231 Nursery Road 

Minesing, Ontario L9X 1A8 

Dear Mr. Chris Russell; 

Thank you for your inquiry into urban/backyard chickens.  

In general, public health concerns resulting from urban chickens are similar to those hazards that are 

associated with having domestic animals. According to research, the risk of pathogen transmission from 

backyard chickens appears to be low and does not present a threat to the public's health. It is comparable 

to keeping other animals allowed by similar bylaws such as dogs and cats. Adherence to proper hygiene 

(e.g. hand washing, maintaining and regularly cleaning chicken coops) will significantly mitigate the risk 

of disease acquisition which are commonly found in chickens, including Salmonella. Regular 

maintenance will also assist with some of the nuisance-related issues that are associated with backyard 

chickens including attraction of pests (rodents, raccoons, flies to animal feces or animal feed products) 

and odours (associated with animal waste). 

In order to prevent nuisance issues, animal caretakers should be required to ensure proper disposal of 

waste (e.g. animal feces) and dead animals, limit the number of chickens in structures, and keep structures 

(chicken coops) tight to avoid pest interaction with feed and odours. The poor location of a chicken coop 

could potentially impact the ground water and well heads both on and off the property depending on the 

physical location of the coop and animal waste storage. It is important proper clearance distances from 

wells and water courses are adhered to.  

There are also a number of provincial and federal regulations regarding food safety, chickens and chicken 

eggs. Some of these regulations can be found under the Health Protection and Promotion Act, 1990, and 

Food Safety and Quality Act, 2001. Under these regulations, producers can only use the ungraded eggs for 

their personal use and sell their ungraded eggs for a consumer's own use (i.e. not a commercial activity). 

The use and sale of ungraded eggs is also subject to Section 19 of the Health Protection and Promotion 

Act, which allows Public Health Inspectors to seize any food that constitutes a "health hazard". Food 

premises and institutions are not permitted under the legislation to have ungraded eggs for use and/or sale. 

Further, all meat and poultry sold or used in food premises and institutions in Ontario, must be inspected 

by a meat inspector. If urban producers wish to sell meat, the birds would have to be slaughtered at a 

licensed abattoir and the producers would have to comply with the Food Premises Regulations, 493, 

2017. 

The Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit can assist with educational materials for residents to reduce the 

risk of hazards associated with domestic animals, including providing food safety information (e.g. eggs 

should be cooked thoroughly to at least 74°C (165°F) to ensure they are safe to eat), hand washing 

education, and information on proper disposal of wastes.  

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90h07
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/01f20
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/R17493
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/R17493


    

  

 

   

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  

   

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A survey of other jurisdictions in regards to backyard chickens suggests that bylaws are inconsistently 

found in the province of Ontario. For example, in March of 2018, in the city of Toronto, the city’s 

licensing and standards committee launched an “UrbanHensTO” pilot project ending March 2021. There 

are currently three municipalities in Simcoe County and the District of Muskoka (Severn Township, 

Clearview Township and Lake of Bays Township) that have bylaws permitting urban chickens to which 

the Health Unit is aware of. The City of Orillia is currently conducting an “Urban Hen Pilot Project” 

ending June 2023. Kitchener amended their bylaw in November of 2016 allowing up to four chickens in a 

backyard coup. Brampton allows a maximum of 2 chickens per residential while the city of Kingston 

allows residents to keep up to six hens in their backyards. Similarly, the Niagara Falls bylaw allow 

residents to keep a maximum of 20 chickens in permitted regions, while Guelph permits residents to keep 

poultry as long as they are kept within a pen. The Town of East Gwillimbury allows hens on lots with a 

minimum area of 1.0 acres, while the Town of Caledon, since 2018, allows a maximum of four hens. 

Mississauga has a bylaw restricting the practice of having chickens on residential properties. 

Further to the information provided above, for your convenience, I have attached some information via 

URL links that I have gathered in regards to the subject matter. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Tony Makrostergios, MPH, HBSc, BASc, CPHI(C) 

Program Manager, Food Safety 

Environmental Health Department 

Public Health references 

http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/disemala/avflu/bacdoc/floelee.shtml 

http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/publicat/daio-enia/2-eng.php#jmp-lan23 

www.cdc.gov/features/salmonellapoultry/ 

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/birdbiosecurity/ 

Bylaw, Regulation and Health unit references 

Bylaw - Kitchener 

Bylaw Enforcement - Township of Clearview 

Bylaw – City of Brampton 

Bylaw - Niagara Falls 

/2 

http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/disemala/avflu/bacdoc/floelee.shtml
http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/publicat/daio-enia/2-eng.php#jmp-lan23
http://www.cdc.gov/features/salmonellapoultry/
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/birdbiosecurity/
https://lf.kitchener.ca/WebLinkExt/DocView.aspx?dbid=0&id=1497603&_ga=2.223277656.2132671.1576868415-1686506947.1576868415&cr=1
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=2ahUKEwjd2Z-k9cTmAhUIbKwKHbMHC9AQFjAAegQIARAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.clearview.ca%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fdocs%2Fbackyard_chicken_information_0.pdf&usg=AOvVaw09-Xz0htweOc5XLRFwNywX
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=12&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiuvrLd9cTmAhUBKKwKHYVMAWUQFjALegQIAhAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.brampton.ca%2Fen%2FCity-Hall%2FBylaws%2FPages%2FAnimal-By-laws.aspx&usg=AOvVaw3GbXW9LT1nReZACfNSiGt4
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=2ahUKEwiOqKr99cTmAhVF1qwKHRpRC3YQFjAAegQIBRAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fniagarafalls.ca%2Fpdf%2Fby-laws%2FAnimal_control.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3K8rBv8IrMW4_ChDArlyUA
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