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February 6, 2025 
 
To: Chris Russell, Manager of Planning Services 
 
RE: Notice of Motion regarding Future Residential/Community Uses and 

Employment Lands in Springwater 
 

 
At its Regular meeting on February 5, 2025, Council of the Township of Springwater 
passed the following resolution: 
 

C061-2025 
Moved by: Moore 
Seconded by: Fisher 
 
Whereas in September 2023, the Mayor of the City of Barrie presented a proposal 
to Springwater Council regarding a proposed boundary adjustment; and, 
 
Whereas in September 2024 Hemson Consulting was jointly engaged by the City 
of Barrie, County of Simcoe, Township of Springwater and Township of Oro-
Medonte to undertake a “Joint Land Needs Analysis and Study”; and, 
 
Whereas the “Joint Land Needs Analysis and Study” dated December 2024 
confirmed that Barrie and Springwater are part of the same regional market area 
and that housing growth in Springwater’s Midhurst Secondary Plan area may 
necessitate the expeditated designation of additional employment lands to 
maintain balanced community development; and, 
 
Whereas all the objectives of the “Joint Land Needs Analysis and Study” can be 
achieved if Springwater, rather than Barrie, were to approve the proposed 
annexation lands for both residential and employment purposes; and, 
 
Whereas the County of Simcoe has continued to support its local municipalities 
through a regional systems approach to achieve provincial directives for housing 
and economic development in an expedited, streamlined and cost-effective 
manner; and 
 
Whereas on December 11, 2024, the City of Barrie passed a motion that there will 
be no servicing provided to the subject neighbouring municipalities without a 
boundary adjustment; and, 
 
Whereas Springwater, through the Growth and Economic Viability Ad Hoc 
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Committee, is currently working on a Growth Management Study to examine 
growth potential looking forward to 2051 and beyond, including increased 
residential and employment development beyond current Settlement Area 
boundaries; and, 
 
Whereas Council for the Township of Springwater recognizes the importance of 
development along Major Transportation Corridors such as Highway 400. 
 
Now therefore be it resolved that Council direct staff to report back with 
information regarding the planning processes (I.e. County OPA, Township OPA 
and/or ZBA) necessary to consider an expansion of the Midhurst Secondary Plan 
area to the East of Midhurst to include the 400 corridor; and, 
 
That staff be directed to report back regarding the Provincially Significant 
Employment Zones (PSEZ) successor program, if any; and, 
 
That staff report back with the confirmed capacity of Ultimate Treatment Facility, 
to verify Springwater’s ability independently to service the identified study area 
lands and the potential settlement area expansion; and, 
 
That staff report back with an update on the status of the Growth Management 
Study being undertaken by the Municipality and direct WSP to prioritize and 
expedite the initial focus of the study to include the Midhurst Settlement Area 
expansion over to Hwy 400 with an update to Council no later than June 2025. 
Carried 

 
 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions. 
 
Yours Truly, 

Katja Awender, Legislative – Records Coordinator 




