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From: Monikan77 < >
Sent: October 10, 2025 3:33 PM
To: AgendaComment@oro-medonte.ca
Cc: clerks@oro-medonte.ca; clerks@simcoe.ca; Clerk's Department;

officeofthemayor@barrie.ca; Doug.Shipley@parl.gc.ca; doug.downey@pc.ola.org;
OPLDF@ontario.ca; admin@nvca.on.ca; info@lsrca.on.ca

Subject: Addendum to my boundary-adjustment submission — housing starts report is about a
market slowdown, not land need

EXTERNAL EMAIL. Please check sender.  

 

Dear Mayor and Members of Council, 

Further to my submission earlier today on the proposed Barrie/Oro-Medonte boundary adjustment, I’m 
adding one brief note in light of a new media piece about a housing “report card.” 

The RESCON / University of Ottawa Missing Middle analysis that’s in the news grades municipalities 
on starts, sales, and construction employment for the first half of 2025 versus 2021–24. The key 
finding is a broad market/financing slowdown: across 34 municipalities, starts fell ~40%, condo 
starts ~54%, while purpose-built rental starts rose ~8%. This points to demand, financing costs, and 
approvals—not a shortage of designated land. Rescon+2constructconnect.com+2 

Even RESCON’s own summary calls for lowering tax/fee burdens and modernising approvals to 
restart projects; it does not propose boundary expansions as the remedy. GlobeNewswire 

By contrast, the Hemson work commissioned for this process found Barrie has substantial in-
boundary capacity—including long-term employment land sufficiency—with the near-term 
constraint being servicing/shovel-ready supply (particularly in South Barrie). That supports a “growth-
in-place first” approach. Township of Oro-Medonte+1 

Request: Please treat the “failing grades” as evidence of a cyclical market slowdown, not of land need. 
The prudent course remains: maximise intensification and unlock already-designated lands inside 
Barrie (servicing and approvals) before any boundary change is considered. 

Thank you for adding this clarification to the public record. 

Sincerely, 
Monika Nink 
Oro-Medonte resident 

 
On Fri, Oct 10, 2025 at 10:42 AM Monikan77 < > wrote: 
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Dear Mayor and Members of Council, 

I’m an Oro-Medonte resident writing to oppose the proposed boundary adjustment by the City of Barrie. 
My family chose this community for its rural character, natural heritage, and quality of life. Any 
restructuring that pushes urbanization north must clear a very high bar for need, transparency, and 
protections for existing residents. 

My requests to Council (ordered by priority): 

1. Prioritize growth in place before boundary changes. Barrie should demonstrate that 
intensification and underutilised serviced land within its boundaries are maximised before any 
rural expansion. Supporting evidence: Hemson’s presentation to Council shows the Built-Up 
Area housing supply is “theoretically sufficient,” with ~38,400** potential units identified 
through the MCR’s strategic growth areas**. Hemson also notes Barrie’s Employment Area 
supply appears sufficient long-term, with today’s constraint being a lack of shovel-ready 
parcels—an issue Barrie is addressing by accelerating servicing in South Barrie. Township of 
Oro-Medonte+1 

2. Publish full assumptions & life-cycle costs (roads, water/wastewater, emergency services), in 
one place with plain-language summaries—showing who pays what over 20–30 years 
(City/County/Township). Township of Oro-Medonte 

3. Protect prime ag lands & natural heritage. Map/exclude Class 1–3 soils, significant 
wetlands/woodlands, wildlife corridors and source-water areas. Establish binding green 
buffers where urban and rural meet. 

4. No tax backfill by Oro-Medonte residents. Secure inter-municipal cost-sharing so current 
taxpayers aren’t subsidising urban growth. 

5. Traffic & safety first. Complete corridor-level studies (haul routes, school buses, farm 
equipment, winter maintenance) and publish mitigations before any approval. 

6. Respect existing communities. No expropriation for speculative purposes; require construction 
management rules to limit dust, noise, truck traffic and after-hours work. 

7. Time for genuine public input. If technical addenda or boundary mapping changes are released, 
extend the comment window and hold a follow-up meeting before a vote. 

I’m asking Council to withhold support for the restructuring proposal unless and until these conditions 
are met. Sustainable growth should protect Oro-Medonte’s identity and fiscal health while meeting 
regional housing and jobs goals through transparent, evidence-based planning. 

Sincerely, 
Monika Nink 
Oro-Medonte resident 

Reference notes (for the Clerk/public record): 
• Hemson slide deck to Oro-Medonte Council (housing & employment findings; “38,400” BUA units; 
long-term employment land sufficiency; shovel-ready constraint). Township of Oro-Medonte 
• Oro-Medonte Staff Report DS2024-154 summarizing Hemson (sufficient employment lands; short-
term shovel-ready gap; South Barrie servicing plan). Township of Oro-Medonte 




