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Staff Report

STownship of
For Information

pringwater

To: Mayor and Council

From: Renée Ainsworth,_Deputy Chief Administrative Officer/Director
of Corporate Services

Date: December 17, 2025

Subject: Voting Methods Consultation

Report Highlights

At its December 3rd, 2025 meeting, Council directed that public consultation take
place regarding voting methods for the 2026 Municipal and School Board
Election.
Consultation will take place via the following methods:
o In-person Open House
= Elmvale Arena — Springwater Room — January 20, 2026 — 6-8PM
= Administration Centre — January 22, 2026 — 6-8PM
o Electronic survey
A fulsome report outlining the results of the consultation, along with detailed
costing of each method, will be presented to Council for consideration at its
meeting of February 18, 2026.

Background

At its Regular Meeting of December 3, 2025, Council directed the following:

C513A-2025
Moved by: Cabral
Seconded by: Fisher

That the report from the Clerk regarding 2026 Municipal and School Board
Election — Alternative Voting Methods dated September 3, 2025, be received; and

That Council hereby authorize the use of In-person Electronic and Remote
Internet/Telephone Voting, utilizing a multiple verification process, for the 2026
Municipal & School Board Election; and

That a by-law authorizing the Alternative Voting Method be presented for
consideration at the December 17, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council.
Referred



C513C-2025
Moved by: Garwood
Seconded by: Moore

That the motion now before Council be referred back to staff to seek public
engagement on all voting methods, by way of survey, open house, etc.; and,

To provided further information regarding detailed costs of all voting methods to
Council by February 2026.

Carried

Planning for the public consultation is well underway and will take place over the month
of January 2026. Two (2) in person open houses will take place, as follows:

Open House #1 Open House #2
January 20, 2026 January 22, 2026
6:00 — 8:00 p.m. 6:00 — 8:00 p.m.
Elmvale Arena — Springwater Room Administration Centre

The open houses will be supported by Clerks staff and include information boards
outlining the various voting methods, along with details of how those methods work, and
approximate costs.

In addition to the open houses, a survey will be released, and available for the month of
January to seek input regarding voting methods from residents.

The results of the consultation, along with detailed costing of all available voting
methods will be presented to Council for consideration at the February 18, 2026 regular
meeting of Council.

Advertising for the consultation, including the open houses and survey, will commence
immediately.

Financial Implications

There are no direct financial implications as a result of this report.

Strategic Priorities/Goals

The above initiative supports the following Strategic Priorities/Goals:

Goal 5 - Corporate actions.
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Approvals

Submitted by: Renée Ainsworth, Dipl. M.A., AOMC, Deputy Chief
y: Administrative Officer/Director of Corporate Services

Financial Implications

. . Greg Bedard, CPA, CMRP, Director of Finance
Reviewed by:

Renée Ainsworth, Dipl. M.A, AOMC, Deputy Chief

Approved by: Administrative Officer/Director of Corporate Services

Version Code: C04 2025-12-11 9:53 AM 3300290
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Applicable Municipal Policy or Legislation
Municipal Elections Act

Background or Relevant Reports on Subject

Report — 2025-09-03 - 2026 Municipal and School Board Election — Alternative Voting
Methods

Memo — 2025-12-03 - Alternative Voting Methods — 2026 Municipal Election
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https://springwater.civicweb.net/FileStorage/AE40314081F04A03B0BE199AEC3F2CEA-Report%20-%202026%20Municipal%20and%20School%20Board%20Election%20.pdf
https://springwater.civicweb.net/FileStorage/AE40314081F04A03B0BE199AEC3F2CEA-Report%20-%202026%20Municipal%20and%20School%20Board%20Election%20.pdf
https://springwater.civicweb.net/FileStorage/08B911BF47CA41B1BF31BD7AC99A4F9C-11.2%20Memo%20to%20Council%20-%20Follow-up%20to%20Security%20Measu.pdf
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