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Ministry of Northern Development, 
Mines, Natural Resources and 
Forestry 
 

ministère du Développement du Nord, 
des Mines, des Richesses naturelles 
et des Forêts 
 
 

 

 

 
August 17, 2023 
 
Dear Mahesh Ramdeo and Alvaro Almuina, 
  
SUBJECT: Township of Springwater Transportation Master Plan, Notice of Study 
Commencement 
 

 
The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) received a notice of study 
commencement for the Township of Springwater Transportation Master Plan on August 16, 
2023.  Thank you for circulating this to our office.  Please note that we have not completed a 
screening of natural heritage or other resource values for the project at this time.  This 
response, however, does provide information to guide you in identifying and assessing natural 
features and resources as required by applicable policies and legislation, as well as engaging 
with the Ministry for advice as needed. 
 
Please also note that it is the prop
relevant federal or provincial legislation, municipal by-laws or other agency approvals. 
 
Natural Heritage 
 

e 
 Land Information Ontario (LIO) website.  You may also view natural heritage 

Make a Map: Natural Heritage Areas tool. 
 
We recommend that you use the above-noted sources of information during the review of your 
project proposal. 
 
Natural Hazards 
 
A series of natural hazard technical guides developed by MNRF are available to support 
municipalities and conservation authorities implement the natural hazard policies in the 
Provincial Policy Statement (PPS).  For example, standards to address flood risks and the 
potential impacts and costs from riverine flooding are addressed in the Technical Guide River 
and Stream Systems: Flooding Hazard Limit (2002).  We recommend that you consider these 
technical guides as you assess specific improvement projects that can be undertaken to 
reduce the risk of flooding. 
 
Petroleum Wells & Oil, Gas and Salt Resources Act 
 
There may be petroleum wells within the proposed project area.  Please consult the Ontario 
Oil, Gas and Salt Resources Library website (www.ogsrlibrary.com) for the best-known data on 
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in the publications on the library website to better understand the well information available.  
Any oil and gas wells in your project area are regulated by the Oil, Has and Salt Resource Act, 
and the supporting regulations and operating standards.  If any unanticipated wells are 
encountered during development of the project, or if the proponent has questions regarding 
petroleum operations, the proponent should contact the Petroleum Operations Section at 
POSRecords@ontario.ca or 519-873-4634. 
 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act 
 
Please note, that should the project require: 

 The relocation of fish outside of the work area, a Licence to Collect Fish for Scientific 
Purposes under the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act will be required.

 The relocation of wildlife outside of the work area (including amphibians, reptiles, and 
small mammals) Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Act will be required.

Public Lands Act & Lakes and Rivers Improvement Act 
 
Some Project may be subject to the provisions of the Public Lands Act or Lakes and River 
Improvement Act
regarding when an approval is, or is not, required.  Please note that many of the authorizations 
under the Lakes and Rivers Improvement Act are administered by the local Conservation 
Authority. 
 

 For more information about the Public Lands Act: https://www.ontario.ca/page/crown-
land-work-permits

 For more information about the Lakes and Rivers Improvement Act: 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/lakes-and-rivers-improvement-act-administrative-guide

After reviewing the information provided, if you have not identified any of MN s 
stated above, there is no need to circulate any subsequent notices to our office.  If you have 

/or may require permit(s) or further technical advice, 
please direct your specific questions to our office. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
[original signed by] 
 
Valerie Francella 
Regional Planner, 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) 
705-313-2562 
valerie.francella@ontario.ca  
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Ministry of Citizenship 
and Multiculturalism 

Heritage Planning Unit 
Heritage Branch 
Citizenship, Inclusion and 
Heritage Division 
5th Flr, 400 University Ave 
Tel.:  416-301-4797 

 

Ministère des Affaires civiques 
et du Multiculturalisme 

Unité de la planification relative au 
patrimoine 
Direction du patrimoine 
Division des affaires civiques, de 

 
Tél.:  416-301-4797 

 

 

 
 
November 30, 2023       EMAIL ONLY  
 
John Mabira, Senior Project Engineer 
Infrastructure and Operations 
Township of Springwater 
tmp@springwater.ca 
 
MCM File : 0019894 
Proponent : Township of Springwater 

Subject : Municipal Class EA  Phases 1 and 2 - Notice of Public Information 
Centre 

Project : Springwater Transportation Master Plan 
Location : Township of Springwater, Simcoe County 

 
 
Dear John Mabira, 
 
Thank you for providing the Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism (MCM) with the Notice of 
Public Information Centre for the above-referenced project.  

MCM al heritage, 
which includes: 

 archaeological resources, including land and marine; 
 built heritage resources, including bridges and monuments; and 
 cultural heritage landscapes. 

known (previously recognized) and potential cultural heritage resources.  
 
Project Summary 
The Township of Springwater has retained R.J. Burnside and Associates Ltd. and is initiating a 
Transportation Master Plan study to develop the transportation vision and strategy for the 

 Plan will be completed 
in accordance with Phases 1 and 2 of the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment process. 
The Study Area for this project is comprised of the entire Springwater Township.  
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It is unclear what approach is being taken in accordance with the Master Planning Process 
outlines in the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (MCEA). We recommend you clearly 
identify your proposed study approach. Any individual undertakings proceeding as part of this 
master plan should be screened for impacts to cultural heritage resources.  
 
Identifying Cultural Heritage Resources 
MCM understands that the final public notice for the master plan could become the notice of 
completion for the Schedule B and C MCEAs within it and that this approach would likely result in 
extensive documentation should the master plan include numerous Schedule C MCEA 
undertakings. In regards to cultural heritage resources, the Master Plan document should: 

 identify existing baseline environmental conditions;   
 identify expected environmental impacts; and 
 Include measures to mitigate potential negative impacts.  

 
Archaeological Resources  
Any undertakings included as part of the master plan should be screened using the  
Criteria for Evaluating Archaeological Potential and Criteria for Evaluating Marine Archaeological 
Potential (if shoreline or in-water work is proposed) to determine if an archaeological assessment 
is needed.  
If the EA project area exhibits archaeological potential, then an archaeological assessment (AA) 
shall be undertaken by an archaeologist licenced under the Ontario Heritage Act (OHA), who is 
responsible for submitting the report directly to MCM for review.  
 
Proponents should follow the recommendations of the archaeological assessment report(s). MCM 
recommends that further stages of archaeological assessment (if recommended) be undertaken 
as early as possible during detailed design and prior to any ground disturbing activities. 
 
Built Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes 

Criteria for Evaluating Potential for Built Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage 
Landscapes should be completed to help determine whether this EA project may impact known 
or potential built heritage resources and/or cultural heritage landscapes.  
 
If there is potential for built heritage resources and/or cultural heritage landscapes within the 
project area, then a Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary Impact 
Assessment should be undertaken for the entire study area during the planning phase and will be 
summarized in the EA Report. This study will:  
 

1. Describe the existing baseline cultural heritage conditions within the study area by 
identifying all known or potential built heritage resources and cultural heritage landscapes, 
including a historical summary of the study area. The Ministry has developed screening 
criteria that may assist with this exercise: Criteria for Evaluating for Potential Built Heritage 
Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes.   

 
2. Identify preliminary potential project-specific impacts on the known and potential built 

heritage resources and cultural heritage landscapes that have been identified. The report 
should include a description of the anticipated impact to each known or potential built 
heritage resource or cultural heritage landscape that has been identified.    
 

3. Recommend measures to avoid or mitigate potential negative impacts to known or 
potential built heritage resources and cultural heritage landscapes. The proposed 
mitigation measures are to inform the next steps of project planning and design.  
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Given that this project covers a large study area, MCM recommends that the Cultural Heritage 
Report is carried out so that step 1 described above is undertaken early in the planning process. 
Then, steps 2 and 3 can be undertaken once the preferred alternatives have been selected. 
 
Cultural Heritage Reports will be undertaken by a qualified person who has expertise, recent 
experience, and knowledge relevant to the type of cultural heritage resources being considered 
and the nature of the activity being proposed. 
 
Community input should be sought to identify locally recognized and potential cultural heritage 
resources. Sources include, but are not limited to, municipal heritage committees, historical 
societies and other local heritage organizations. 
 
Cultural heritage resources are often of critical importance to Indigenous communities. Indigenous 
communities may have knowledge that can contribute to the identification of cultural heritage 
resources, and we suggest that any engagement with Indigenous communities includes a 
discussion about known or potential cultural heritage resources that are of value to them. 
 
Environmental Assessment Reporting 
All technical cultural heritage studies and their recommendations are to be addressed and 
incorporated into EA projects. Please advise MCM whether any technical cultural heritage studies 
will be completed for this EA project and provide them to MCM before issuing a Notice of 
Completion or commencing any work on the site. If screening has identified no known or potential 
cultural heritage resources, or no impacts to these resources, please include the completed 
checklists and supporting documentation in the EA report or file.  
 
Please note that the responsibility for administration of the Ontario Heritage Act and matters 
related to cultural heritage have been transferred from the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport 
(MTCS) to the Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism (MCM). Individual staff roles and 
contact information remain unchanged. Please continue to send any notices, report and/or 
documentation via email only to both Karla Barboza and myself.  

 Karla Barboza, Team Lead - Heritage | Heritage Planning Unit (Citizenship and 
Multiculturalism) | 416-660-1027 | karla.barboza@ontario.ca 

 Liam Smythe, Heritage Planner | Heritage Planning Unit (Citizenship and Multiculturalism) | 
416-301-4797 | Liam.Smythe2@ontario.ca  

Thank you for consulting MCM on this project and please continue to do so throughout the EA 
process. If you have any questions or require clarification, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Liam Smythe 
Heritage Planner 
Liam.Smythe2@ontario.ca 
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It is the sole responsibility of proponents to ensure that any information and documentation submitted as part of their EA report or file 
is accurate.  The Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism (MCM) makes no representation or warranty as to the completeness, 
accuracy or quality of the any checklists, reports or supporting documentation submitted as part of the EA process, and in no way 
shall MCM  be liable for any harm, damages, costs, expenses, losses, claims or actions that may result if any checklists, reports or 
supporting documents are discovered to be inaccurate, incomplete, misleading or fraudulent.  

Should previously undocumented archaeological resources be discovered, they may be a new archaeological site and therefore 
subject to Section 48(1) of the Ontario Heritage Act. The proponent or person discovering the archaeological resources must cease 
alteration of the site immediately and engage a licensed consultant archaeologist to carry out an archaeological assessment, in 
compliance with Section 48(1) of the Ontario Heritage Act. 
 
The Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services Act, 2002, S.O. 2002, c.33 requires that any person discovering human remains must 
cease all activities immediately and notify the police or coroner. If the coroner does not suspect foul play in the disposition of the 
remains, in accordance with Ontario Regulation 30/11 the coroner shall notify the Registrar, Ontario Ministry of Public and Business 
Service Delivery, which administers provisions of that Act related to burial sites. In situations where human remains are associated 
with archaeological resources, the Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism should also be notified (at archaeology@ontario.ca) to 
ensure that the archaeological site is not subject to unlicensed alterations which would be a contravention of the Ontario Heritage Act.  
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